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The Son of God suffered unto the death, not that men
might not suffer, but that their sufferings might be -
like His. ‘

GEORGE MACDONALD.
Unspoken Sermons.  First Series.




 PREFACE

WHeN Mr. Ashley Sampson suggested to me the
writing of this book, I asked leave to be allowed to
write it anenymously, since, if I were to say what I
really thought about pain, I should be forced to make
statements of such apparent fortitude that they would
become ridiculous if anyone knew who made them.
Anonyrmty was rejected as inconsistent with the
series; but Mr. Sampson pointed out that I could
write a preface explaining that I did not live up to my -
‘own principles | This exhilarating programme I am
now carrying out. Let me confess at once, in the.
woeds of good Walter Hilton, that throughout this
book “I feel myself so far from true feeling of that I
speak, that I can naught else but cry mercy and desire
after it as I may ”*  Yet for that very reason there is
one criticism which cannot be brought against me.
No one can say “ He jests at scars who never felt a
wound ”, for I have never for one moment beenina
state of mind to which even the i imagination of serious
pain was less than intolerable. If any man is safe
from the danger of under-estimating this adversary,
- Iam that man. I must add, too, that the only purpose
of the book is to solve the intellectual problem raised
by suffering; for the far higher task of teaching
fortitude and patience I was never fool enough to
2 suppose myself qualified, nor have I anythmg to offer
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