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MOB VIOLENCE ININDIA



We are passing through an era of scourage,

violence, arson, rioting and wholesale distur-

bances. In all such violent incidents, innocent

and peaceful citizens-carried by burning slo-

gans of opportunist, chauvinist and disgruntled

leaders—become victims of teargas suffoca-

tion, lathi blows and all the more, bullets.

Bullets, not only of the police, but also of the

frenzied gangesfers, goondas of high caste

landlords as well as the adventurist hoodlums.

1978 witnessed many violent scenes of mob-

•fury, communal outrage, caste violence and

political hoolinganism, wherein hundreds of

human lives have been lost; hundreds more

left permanently handicapped; thousands

rendered shelterless and property worth crores

of rupees have been burnt to ashes. And
something more significant that is lost—the

law abiding citizen has lost the security of



his life and property; the police has lost its

credibility v/hile the Government has lost the

enthusiasm to find out v/ays to get rid of this

ever-escalating menace.

What are the socio-political-economic reas-

ons behind this vehement vengeance ? Who is

behind the curtain to instigate caste-riots and

communal violence ? Is RSS really guilty of

fanning communal bitterness or it has become

a fashion to blame this organisation ? What

is the moral character of our law-keepers ?

These fev/ and many other questions, arising

out of the present phenomenon of violent

disturbances prevalent in the country, have

been thoroughly dealt v/ith by the author in

the present volume. It also contains analytical

reports of nearly a dozen major riots that erup-

ted in the previous year.
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Mob Violence im India

LUeraily—-‘Wob’ means a disorderly and lav/less crov/d,

or even a gang of criminals and ‘Violence’ stancs for physical

force used so as to injure (someone/ or damage (something)—

as per V/efaster’s Nev/ World Dictionary of American Lancu-

age. Practically, both these v/ords combined, have become

order of the day in the context of wide-spread commune! riots,

caste-conflicts, sectarian-clashes, labour-unrest, student-

unrest and political hooHnganism as v/eil.

Violence, by organised or unorganised mob, these days

is a global phenomenon. Utter disregard for the lav/ of the

land, the social values and even the human values have assu-

med such alarming proportions, especially in our country in

the past hvo years, that ordinary' citizen's faith in the present

democratic set up of our society has teen largely shaken.
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Extreme heterogenous character of Indian Society—consis-
ting of different castes, creeds, languages, religions, cul-

tures and many different as well as quite opposite sets of

values—makes this omnipresent menace of violence even more
devastating.

Table -

1

Comparative figures of communal violence and communal

Year

tension for

Cases of

Communal
Violence

during the

year

the last five years^

Cases of

Communal
Violence

during first

quarter

Cases of

Communal
Tension

1974 248 75 76

1975 205 68 131

1976 259 .
51 86

1977 188 36 91

1978 177 43 120

1. Source : Prime Minister’s speech in Rajya Sabha on

November 21st, 1978.

2. Figures for 1978 denote the period upto October end.

As per press media reports and the governmental statis-

tics, the outgoing year, 1978 has been more violence-prone

than the previous couple of years, and even during this year,

the first four months and again the months of March and April

have been most fertile for out-break of major violent clashes.

Presence of communal tension and sudden eruption of

communal-riots on minor issues like a scuffle at the shop of a

panwailah or fist fight between two goondas of the same com-

munity, leads us to the unfortunate conclusion that the values

and attitudes of both major communities of this country-

Muslims and Hindus— are further hardening. It speaks of the
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lack of understanding on both sides v/ith regard to each others

religion, culture, values and aspirations. Superiority-complex

in the light of historical consciousness and vainly boasting of

the valorous past, on the part of one community irks the

other. Omnipresent poverty and ever-present economic dis-

parities coupled v/ith the suspicion of the minority v/ith regard

to majority’s efforts to establish its hegemony and deprive the

former of all priorities, are the other major causes that build-

up the atmosphere of communal tension,

Table-

H

State-v/ise breakup of Communal Riots : 197£^

(Upto November only)

State No, of Incidents

Uttar Pradesh 30

Bihar 23

West Bengal 13

Gujarat 11

Andhra Pradesh 10

Tamilnadu 8

Kerala 7

Madhya Pradesh 7

Assam 6

Maharashtra 6

Delhi 3
^ Karnataka 3
Jammu 1

Manipur 1

Orissa 1

Punjab 1

Rajasthan
1

Tripura
1

(1. Source ; The Tribune : 4th November 1978.)

During the post-independence period, 1969 v/as the year
rocked by v/orst kind of commuani riots which accounted for
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600 human lives of both communities. The atmosphere remain-

ed comparatively calm and peaceful for some next years w/hen

a decreasing trend of riots was recorded. Then passed the

abnormal period of emergency but soon after lifting of emer-

gency, the spate of communal-riots, much higher in number

and wider in scope, rocked different parts of the country. To
some extent, this large-scale outburst of riots could be

ascribed to the explosion of the pent-up feelings of emergency-

days, but this is not the only reason and the government as

well as the society is to go deeper into the causes and take

remedical measures, otherwise the very fabric of the democra-

tic set up is likely to be torn apart resulting in wholesale chaos
in the social order.

Mr. K. F. Rustamji, member. National Police Commission,

while going into the causes of such holocausts, asserts—“In

communal rioting today religious, political and ecbnomic caus-

es are not the dominant ones, (even administrative failure may

be a contributory cause) the main cause of trouble in the last

couple of years have been urbanization and over-crowding in

the towns and cities. Clear examples of this type of rioting are

the Sadar Bazar riots in Delhi and the riots in Meerut, Baroda

and in two adjoining towns of Gujarat The problem that

arise due to over-crowding need no expert psychologist. The

loss of privacy, the inter-connection of houses, the problem of

drainage, sullage water flowing into houses, girls and boys

growing up in close vicinity and teasing each other
;
with an

admixture of normals causes, have been uppermost for the last

two or three years."

The honourable member of the commission may be right

in his contention as far as he is talking of the communal riots

that took place in the metropolitan cities. But the reasons

behind the recent riots at Sambhal, Hyderabad, Aligarh and

some other parts of the country cannot be ascribed to over-

, crowding or urbanization. Even these are not the dominant
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Table- III

Violence and Atrocities on Harijans

April 1977 To September 1978

Head Total U.P. Bihar Other states

incidents

Communal Riots 332 77 43 112

Atrocities on
Harijans 17,725 7448 1046

(35 Bengal)

863'

S.C. People
killed 482 228 49

(4951 M.P.)

265

Jan-Jatees (S.T.)

People killed 254 90 10

(64 M.P., 50

Rajasthan)

154
(M.P. Gujarat
47 34)

(Janyug-Hindi Daily : 23rd Nov. 1978)

promulgated and as a result, some land was distributed among

the people of weaker sections including Harijans. After that,

coming into effect of minimum wages act, served as added

fuel to the fire already burning in the hearts of high-caste land-

lords. With the awakening of weaker sections, the demand

for due wages in lieu of labour, gained momentum and the

relations between the landlords and agricultural labourers,

which never remained harmonious even in the past, became

more and more strained. Again, during the emergency, some

surplus land was distributed to the weaker sections under a

governmental programme. It made the landlords to conclude

that their inactivity would deprive them of the wealth they had

amassed by centuries of exploitation of the weaker sections.

Defiant and militant attitude adopted by the Harijans at

certain places had further confirmed their convictions that in

order to maintain the status-quo these weaker sections will

have to be overawed. The gruesome murders, tortures and

stabbings carried out by the organised gang of goondas of the
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v/ea!thy landlords at Belchhi, Pathadda, Dharampur, Bish-

rampurand many other places during the post-emergency

period are enough proofs to be cited. In Marathv/ada, during

the recent caste-v/ar, it is alleged, that, caste-Hindus commit-

ted most atrocities on the Harijan villages where surplus land

v/as distributed to these sections,

TABLE IV

No. of violent Incidents Affecting SC/ST^

Year Total Incidents SC ST

1973 654S 6186 382

1974 9257 8860 397

1975 8865 7781 884

1976 6835 5963 1067

1977 10010 8872 1138

(1. Parliamentary questions

:

March 29, 1978.)

The present phenomenon of caste-riots adds substance

to the viev/ of Dr. B.R, Ambedkar, as expressed by him on 25th

November 1949 : "On 26th January 1950 (v/hen the Constitution

of India take effect) v/e are going to enter into a life of contra-

dictions. In politics, v/e v/iil have equality and in the econo-

mic life v/e have inequality. In politics v/e v/ill be recognising

the principles of one men, one vote and one value. In our

social life, v/e shall, by reason of our social and economic
structures, continue to deny the principle of one vote and one
value— . We must remove these contradictions at the earliest

possible moment or else those v/ho suffer inequality v/ill blov/

up the structure of political democracy,"

Hov/ prophetic these v/ords have proved to be ! These
contradictions could not be removed till this day despite best
efforts of the government. The reason is that the government
had not taken real pains and evolved any solid plan to achieve
the goal, rather successive governments have only given one
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or the other slogan to woo these communities and catch their

votes. Secondly, only governmental efforts, however honest
these might be, can never succeed in ending the challenge of

this evil. It is a social problem and only some social orga-

nisation with strong footing and broad spectrum can help to

ease the tension and make the higher castes feel a sense of

kinship with their deprived brothern.

Growing indiscipline in our student community has also

scaled new dimensions in the previous years. As per official

figures, in the state of Uttar Pradesh alone, there were 146

riotious incidents in the first half of 1978 in which 7434 students

were arrested while in full year of 1977, these figures

stood at 69 and 588 only. In the whole of the country, there

were 7520 incidents of student unrest out of which 1146 were

of violent nature. The figures reached 5838 and 1050 respec-

tively in the first eight months of 1978. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar

and Maharashtra accounted for 22 percent, 13 percent and 21

percent of these respectively. Even more disturbing is the

fact that out ot total incidents of student unrest in 1977, those

of violent nature, accounted fori5% but this percentage rose

to 18 in 1978.

The spurt",in student indiscipline can be well judged from

the fact that more than a dozen Universities, including

Bombay, Aligarh, Kanpur, Lucknow and Bareilly had to be

closed down many times during this year while, as per reports

Law Department of Lucknow University is two years behind its

schedule. A number of Universities have no vice-chancellor

since none is ready to accept the job involving risk of life.

Students have become more violent and more irresponsible

after the revocation of emergency and it has been noted that

sometimes on smallest pretext they indulge in worst kind of

violence, throwing stones and setting fire to vehicles and

buildings, thereby incurring the nation huge losses only for

the sake of adventure. It has become a trend to treat the

most disturbed campus to be the most awakened ones This
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dangerous trend has led the unimaginative student leaders to

organise strikes in support of, sometimes, totally imaginary

causes and indulge in the acts of rowdyism like manhandling

the vice-chancellors and other high-ups of the Universities.

Even some incidents of attack on the Principals and stabbings

of the Professors have been recorded.

TABLE VI

COMPARATIVE FIGURES OF CASES REGISTERED AGAINST
STUDENTS DURING LAST FIVE YEARS IN THE

STATE OF PUNJAB

Month Cases Registered Against Students in

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978

January 6 ... 1 6

Febuary 8 10 2 3

March 6 2 3 3

April 9 1 4 7

May 2 1 2 ...

June 2 3 ... 1

July ... ... 1 1

August 7 2 1 5 3

September 4 2 1 4 7

October 3 2 1 2 2

November 10 4 1 5 5

December 6 2 2 2 1

Here we must subscribe to the view, substantiated by the

press reports, official statistics and general experience—that

the student community is not to be solely blamed for the pre-

sent state of indiscipline in the campuses and secondly that

the ordinary student is neither indisciplined nor violent rather

he becomes a victim of the gang-war going on in the campus

as well as college compounds. The "professional elements”

among the students, aspiring for leadership have tended to
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cause unrest in the entire community end had been instru-

mental in piosoning the, one time, pious atmosphere Oi ihe

Universities. For instance, there are as many as eight recog-

nised students unions in the educational institutions of the

Punjab State aione, ov/ing allegiance to different political

croups most of them being extremists like different factions

of CPI (ML). The fact that out of ten strikes and rallies orga-

nised by the student unions in this state in 1978, only one v/as

jointiy called fay more than one union, while all the rest were

organised by one or the other—perhaps to demonstrate its

muscle-power and establish superiority over the other rival

union. Inter-union rivairies resuTing in bloody clashes, bore

enough witness to the contention that politicalization of the

student unions is responsible, to a greater extent, for the

disturbances that have marred the campus scene in our

country.

Greater political interference in the affairs of Universitiesj

efforts of the different political groups to v/oo the students ;

erosion of discipline in all spheres of life as v/el! as in the

highest cadres of the administration ; immoral behaviour of the

elected representatives as well as demoralizab'on of lav/-en-

forcing agency are the factors that prompt the ravr-youth to

take to the path of violence. Slow process of justice, lethargic

and inapt v/orking of the university authorities and unrespon-
sive attitude of the government fov/ards genuine grievances of
the students provoke them all the more. V/ith the lossenino
of social code of conduct which used to control the youth in

the past times and v/ith the advent of western culture in our
country, frustration and cynicism is grov/ing fast in the minds
ot student community. It contributes to arouse the ‘destruc-
tion ins unct, particularly in the light of economic and career
uncertainties.

Student-community is a power to be reckoned with, but
unconfrolied power is always disastrous. The former term is
v.ell unoerstood by all politicians and this is why leaders



24 Mob Violence in India

especially those in opposition, have exhorted the students to

rise and bring about a social change. Such a call was given

by Jaya Prakash Narayan in 1974 and some of his opponents

attribute the present phenomenon of indiscipline in the students

to that call of JP, but the fact is that such indiscipline in the

youth has persisted even a decade before the call for "total

revolution” was given by the Loknayak. The trouble is, that

politicians, who have always tried to use the students as a tool

to grind their own axes, close their eyes to the second fact.

They put the neighbourer’s house on fire, little realizing that

their own house would also be razed by the flames.

After going through the different forms of mob-violence,

we note that Police, Administration and Political parties play

a major role in aggravating, sparking and ultimately bringing to

halt, all such violent happenings.

"The Police, is the primary constitutional force for the

protection of the individual in the enjoyment of their legal

rights, designed to stand between the powerful and the weak

to prevent oppression, disaster and crime, and to represent

the cause of law and order at all times and in all places." So

said Melville-Lee while commenting on the importance of

this law-enforcing agency, and this is what, at least in our

country, the police have proved to be a wrong contention.

Mr. Justice A.N. Mulla’s remarks to the effect that police are

the most organised lawless elements in our social milieu

carry much weight in the light of present day phenomenon

of disregard and detestation in the mind of common

people for the policemen and the indifferent and rude

attitude of the police towards law of the land as well as

the moral and human values. For instance, the sight of a

policeman - strikes terror in the mind of innocent law-abiding

citizen, brings relief to the law-breakers and shelter to the anti-

social elements. Even in the matters involving wider national

interest, these minions of law have tended to play the roles

detrimental to the cause of peace and harmony. The police
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fores has bean jusbfiab'y cendemned by the fnen of under-

sfandina for its role in handling fee tense situations at Agra,

Pantnaear and again at Aligarh. The most heinous crimes

conmittsd fay these iavr-ksecers at Hyderabad in i.farch 73 have

bsiij sheien the conhdsnce of the people in this force. « his

is Vihy, in mere tense situations, ordinary police force or even

provirxfal armed censtefauJery has utte.dy failed to establish

lav.' and order and the Central Reser/e Police or Border Secu-

ntj' Force has been repeatedly recufsiboned by the states to

tac*''s cra're situatioriS created fav communal or caste riots.

In reea me .mace or police in tne mines or Inoicins hcis

been that of a band of brutes, Intimidators, terrorists and sup-

pressor let loose byths covemment This image was built

by the SriSshers v.-ho used the police to suppress the Indian

masses raising even the meanest voice against them. Unfort-

unately, the structure of the police administration has remain-

ed the same after Independence and no effort has been mads
either by €nis force cr by Sne government to chance the image

of pci'ce as also to fill in the minds of the police ofnciels ten-

ding to fas mesiers, that they are actually ssr/ants of the

people, servants of the law and uIL-matsIy se.wants of the con-

stitution. The third degree methods used by the police evs.n

today, are the Isgaciv of the cclonfe! era v.'hs.n, to suppress the

rsvcJuticnar}' elements, Britishers turned the policemen into

furious beasts.

Reports of atrccitlss comjmitted on weaher sections of

society, by the inr.usntial persons in connivance v/ith the
police ; instances cr orutal suppression of weaker sections at
me behest of high-caste people fay this force ; deaths of deta-

cu^ lO police torture : rapes comsmiltted on innocent

cou-

. _ e
po;me..en torvards the ordinary' citizens had further confirmed
me conwclfons of the people that the police force cf indepen-
--Hi In jc. is no less bruts than that cf the cclonfal-sra.
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The most detestable role that police force played during
the days of emergency has been equivocally condemned by
many courts of law in different cases, as well as many com-
missions appointed by central government and state govern-
ments to go into the emergency excesses. Rajan case of

Kerala (wherein the youth was tortured to death by the police-

men during emergency) is enough an instance to say that the

brutes in this force, if let loose, can suck the blood of the

innocent citizens like monsters. Every year, hundreds of cases

of police barbarity are brought to the courts and in

quite a few cases, police officials have been convicted and the

judiciary has passed strictures against the worst elements in

this force, but it is not enough to mend their ways.

Mr. Dharam Vir, Chairman of the National Police Commis-

sion, has rightly attributed the present phenomenon of police

indiscipline to "extraneous executive and political pressures

being exerted on police". His contention that policemen

should be treated as servants of the law and not as servants

of the government also carries weight. But the most unforu-

nate situation is, that despite lot of discussion on the matter

of freeing police from blatant political interference, no prac-

tical step has been taken till now. It is evident that

the ruling party, whosoever it may be, cannot reconcile

itself to let the most powerful tool slip out of its hands. The

politicians in opposition always condemn the ruling party for

using the police to suppress the political opponents, but when

the same group assumes power after due process of time,

it finds itself more reluctant than the previous one to loosen

its grip on the police. It speaks of the morale of our politi-

cians and its deadly effect on the administration. In short-

increasing political interference in its working, non-coopera-

tion and sympathy from all sections of the society, slow pace of

justice, hostile attitude of the people, over-burdening of work,

and poor living conditions are cumulatively responsible for

virtual de-humanization and demoralization of the police force.
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ft iS hoped thct the report of N’sSona! PcIIce Commisslcn

Vi'ould go a long vray to fmpro-/e the fct of the poHcernen and

image of the police force,

"Povrer is alec needed fcy the Slate to protect the v/eah

agamst the strong, the oppressed against the oppressor, the

victim against the v/rcng deer, htan may he a little fov/er

than the angles: he has net shed off the b.Tite, and the brute

v/ith him is apt to break feese on cccassfons. To curb that

brute, v;e need the might cf the state, othenvise vre vreufe be

relapsing into a state cf the jungle. The v/orst victims of the

vreakness, ti.micir/ and pusilianimit:-' of the Government would

be the oppressed and the dov/n trodden.”

Said J'r. Justice H.R. Khanna, Chairman, Lev/ Comtmis-

sicn, 'ivhlle delivering his fjf^t Am.bedkar .Memorial lecture on

1st May, 1S72, As far as pov/er is properly used by the state

it is a positive asset but v/hen the state euthorfties are v/eak

and unim.aginatiye this pov/er bscemes a lenible Habilitv' just

like an unconmoifed monster. This is v/hat v/e note from the

analysis cf the n'ots that broke out daring the previous years.

Especiahy it has com.e to surface that under heavm pressure of

fcVrJdar.s and other inhuentia! persons, autho.dties have .mis-

erably fgiied in defending the v.'eaker-sectjcns and .minicritles,

ft is said equivccaliy that ninety percent of the viclent inci-

dents can be averted if the authoriLes are e.ooagh aiert, av/ake-

ned and apprehe.csive, at feast in the areas, ruined by the
epidemic of liats in the past years.

During Mrs. fr.dira Gandhi's rule, it v/as a fashion to
ulsme RSS ano C!A tor any kind of trouble in any part of the
ccuntry. Such a vigorous campaign v/as fsunched through
the efficia! propaganda machinery that erdiner/ citizens at feast
Torsomstfme, v.ere under impression that if a Harijan is beaten
{-/-.I by cnotner Harijan) tne asssi.ant fs RSS and aoain If

tnere is a strike of faboursrs or e.mployees, CfA agents are
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there behind the curtain to foment trouble. Opposition
parties were generally accused of taking to indecent and un-

fair means. But the ruling group never realised the immorality

and unfairness of its own actions. In the words of P. B.

Gajendragadkar- "The majority in power must be responsive

to the legitimate expectations of the minority and the rule of

the law requires that brute majority should not become the

sole basis of legislative or executive actions. But on the

other hand, the minority can not tyrannize over the majority.”

However, the massive and sustained propaganda of the

official machinery created a general impression that ail other

parties (including Communist, Socialist, Jan Sangh and old

Congress) other than the party led by Mrs. Gandhi were bands

of hooiingans and they stood for nuisance, chaos, whofesafe

disturbances and indecency. The Railway worker’s strike of

1974 led by Mr. George Fernandes, on account of which

masses were put to a great deal of trouble, went a step further

to deepen this impression. But afrer the grand reversal of

1977 the violent and immoral tactics adopted by the followers

of the ‘‘diety"— Mrs. Indira Gandhi, have provoked the people

to believe that most vocal advocates of fairness” and decency

if scratched a bit, immediately came out witK their original

most unfair and indecent convictions. The role of the leaders

of Indira Congress, in the violent incidents that took place in

the last two years show that she and her party stand for some-

thing foreign to Democracy. While in power, she exploited her

‘brute majority' in the parliament to enact draconian laws

amounting to murder of democracy and while thrown out of

power her party is again on crusade to creat disorder in the

society by resorting to violent means and inciting the worst

elements to create chaos and commural disharmony thus

shaking the faith of the masses in democracy and utimately

paving way for her dictatorship, since at the present hour the

only viable alternate to the present ruling group is Indira’s

party.
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!n the declsr/e elections of ^977, ail major opposition

parties formed Janata Party to launch a combined assault on

the hated reoime of Indira Ganoh) and Loe mosi. disciplinsd

cadre of PvSS, v/ith its collossal folio’iving, helped them emerge

victorious. But after the formation of governments in states

and in the centre, and some subsequent alignments with in the

Janata Party, dissident leaders, allergic to the relative domi-

nance of Jan-Sangh in the party as '.veil as government, had

come out vocally to denounce RSS, These induce among

others—Raj K'arain, Wadhu Limaye and Biju Patnair:—all of erst-

Y/hile BLD. About these three leaders, the editor of oroan/ser

Wr. Kevral ?,tar<an!, has some harsh words to speal<. In his

vie-iv, "Limaye, Raj L’erain and Biju Patnaih are basically des-

tructive by tempramsnt They are more li'ce neutrons which

split everything in their path,” But the viev/s of htr, Chander-

shekher. President of Janata Parry, seem more logical in

the context of present squabblings in the party.

According to him —*‘The criticism against RSS is

basically due to personal equations and not any ideological

conflict. It is this verj' section which joined hands vrlth the

RSS during the June Assembly electon In 1977, Uow after

IS months they have sundenly realized that they are com-
munal.”

Certainly there are otter than sdeolocical reasons for the

massive campaign launched against RSS byopposit'cn as vre’l

as some faction of Jsrjata. Rashtriya SvrayamseYeh Sangh,
icunoed by Df, K,B, hecgev/ar in 1525 as a selfless patriotic

and social orgamsatior; had spread its wings to georgious pro-
porL'ons and struck, its roots much deeper in our society.
Reportedly at present RSS has about ten lakh trained and
seasoned volunteers v/hose discipline can oniy be compared to
army. Jan Sangh- an offshoot of the RSS, has, of course, an
e^g-: o/er ds other parties, y/hose volunteer forces are neither
so vast nor so loyal. However, one thing is clear that RSS
has, on certain occassions, funcLoned as a para-.military Hindu
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force, and this provides the opponents v;ith ample weapons to

assault it.

After discussing the main and contributory factors leading

to mob violence, 1 conclude in the v/ords of Mr. Y. V. Chandra-

chud. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India, "Violence

and theft have not only injured, often irrepairably, hundreds of

thousands of citizens, but have also directly affected everyone.

Some people have been impelled to uproot themselves and

find new homes. Some have been made afraid to use public

streets and parks. Some have come to doubt the worth of a

society in which so many people behave so badly."



"Since the beginning of time, governments have

been mainly engaged in kicking people around.

The astonishing achievement in the modern

times is the idea that the citizens should do the

kicking,"

—Adlai Stevenson
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“Some six months ago, a group of Nihangs iilsgally

occupied u)e cremation ground land in Pundri village on the

Pundri-Habri Road, about 20 Kilometers from Kaithal in

Kurukshetra District, About the middle of December, they

forcibly occupied the three samadhis in the municipal land

at Kaithal. On a complaint lodged by the Kaithal Municipal

Committee, police registered cases against the fithangs and

arrested three of them from the samadhis on December 26,

1977. Thereafter the Nihangs started assembling at the sama-
dhis in large numbers. Efforts v/ere mads to pursuads them
to vacate the samadhi area. Reconciliation efforts bore fruit

and from the night of December 23, the Mihangs of Kaithal

started dispersing on the understanding of District authorities

that they v/ould refer the samadhi affair to the government for
ravourable consideration and for alloyring the Nihangs to

perform Se/a at the Samadhis.
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"On December 30, the Nihangs, however, started assem-
bling in large numbers in their Chhawani at Pundri in the
Shamshan Land (cremation ground) which they had occupied
six months earlier and their activities became increasingly
aggressive.

“Their number grew to several hundred and they were
reported to be armed with illicit fire-arms, including rifles,

revolvers and shot guns. They opened another camp at

village Kawartan in Kaithal Tehsil with the intention of march-
ing upon Kaithal on January 15, in strong Jathas (groups).

Serious law and order problem was likely to be created by

them.

“Thirteen cases pertaining to the possession of illicit

arms, illegal confinement, criminal trespass and unlawful

assembly for the purpose of committing robberies and dacoiti-

es were registered against the Nihangs, out of which eight

cases were registered at the Pundri Police Station and five at

Kaithal. The Kaithal police arrested 16 Nihangs and recover-

ed fire arms from them also. On January 15, prohibitory orders

under section 144 Cr. P. C. were promulgated in the area.

“On January 15, suspecting that illicit arms were being

carried by the Nihangs in a tractor trailer to their Chhawani,

two C. R. P. Jawans, on picket duty, tried to stop them. The

armed Nihangs adopted a threatening posture. Two of them

got down from the trailer pointing out their spears at the chest

of the C.R. P. Jawans and dragged them towards the trailer.

“The Nihangs also fired shots towards the C. R. P. picket

whereupon the Magistrate on duty warned them to release the

C. R. P. men and stop firing. But this warning went unheeded

to. To save the lives of two Jawans—he (the Magistrate)

ordered firing. In the evening of the same day, some Nihangs

assaulted one H. A. P. picket and fired at them. The officer

incharge of the H. A. P. ordered the firing in self-defence."
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This Is short ofT.clal vsrslon—relsasei cn January 17th,

127€, of the happsnfng v/hich led to the ep;sose or Isth Janu-

zrj. The clash behveen the poHce and the arrnsa Ilsnangs

near Kaftha! resulted 5n the death of four of the Ihhangs v/ho

vrere intending to take forcible possession cf three Samadhis,

believed by them to be those of their ancestors.

These three Samadhis exist in the heart cf Kalthaf city,

under controi of the local J/unicipaifty. In Jlovember, 1S77, a

group of eight v/elJ armed fJihangs occupied the samachis,

put up their J’ishan Sahib and started living in the samadhi

enclosure. They also laid claim to the land area of 20 Kanals

atfeched to samadhis. Local people could not tolerate this

iliegai possession fay Jlihangs and the;/ requested the authoriti-

es to get uie samadhis vacated. Local authorities tried to

settle the matters amicably but failed cue to defiant attitude of

i.’ihargs, Leftv/ithno other alternative, the legal ov/ner cf

the area— the Kaitha! Municipal Co.mmittee lodged a complaint

and police arrested three of the itihangs on charge of tres-

passing. Soon aftewarcs large .number cf Jlihangs gathered

at samadhis in protest against the arrests, Hov/ever, an under-

standing v/as reached at and Lhe Ih'hangs dispersed on the

express assurance that a fevr of them v/culd be albvred to

perform revs on satnadh's.

On January ICth, 1973, the llihangs I'ving in samadhi
enclosure, tried to consh'uct a nevr structure. Tnis effort on
their part, attracted police inter.-ent<on on a complaint of civil

authorities and resulted in the arrest of one of their comerades.
As the nevi's of arrest spread, groups of Jtihangs started

pouring in from all sides at Pundri. The llihangs had already
established their contonment in the cremation ground of Pundri
v/h:ch they had illegally occupied. They reportedly v/orked out
2 plan to go to Kaithal in a procession and storm the samadhi
area. Groups of ilihangs also gathered at Guhla and Kav/ar-
ian villages, perhaps vrith the intention of encircling Kaithal
Tov/n,
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By 12th January, no less than 400 Nihangs have reached
Pundri. Their very presence disrputed the normal life in the area.

Locai popuiation, suspicious of their activities and intentions,

pressed upon the civii authorities to get the area vacated of the

Nihangs, who had started attacking trucks, buses, tempos and
other vehicles passing from nearby roads. They also harmed
private property and even completely blocked Habrl-Pundri

road. The poor small village of Habri was cut off from the

city and left at the mercy of unruly Nihangs. They struck

terror in the area with their frenzied slogans, drawn up swords

and aggressive activities. Government might have some
options but the iocai residents were not ready to afford any

chance to the Nihangs. All this created a serious law and

order problem. The situation reached on such an explosive

point, where, if Government had failed to take firm action,

the outbreak of Hindu-Sikh riots was imminent.

Government tried its best to diffuse the situation but the

Nihangs persisted on their demand of fianding over three

samadhis to them. This was what the government could not

agree to, thus the reconciliation efforts failed. To cope with

grave situation. State Government requisitioned Central

Reserve Police; proclaimed prohibitory orders in the entire

Kurukshetra District and sealed state borders to prevent the

entry of more armed Nihangs in the area. The authorities

were of the view that all these measures would demoralise the

Nihangs and feeling themselves to be stranded they would

adopt positive attitude towards government’s initiative. But

to their utter dismay, the Nihangs did not relent, as per official

press release: “All efforts of the government to pursuadethem

to disperse peacefully have failed. ..they are determined to start

armed resistance. The government is doing its best to diffuse

the situation and bring it under control without any loss of life".

Though the threatened procession to Kaithal did not take

place, the inevitable happened on the 15th January. A Central

Reserve Police picket saw a tractor trailor near Habri village
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carrying about 15 armed Nihangs tov/ards their camp. The

police suspected presence of illicit arms in the trolly and thus

ashed the Nihangs to stop. The vehicle stopped instantene-

ously and v/ithout any prelude the Nihangs put spearheads on

chests of tv/o contables and forced them to get into the trailor.

The Deputy Commandent of CRP immediately asked the

Nihangs, on megaphone, to release the policemen but they

replied v/ith a gunshot The Magistrate, available on the spot,

then gave v/ritten orders of firing to save the lives of cons-

tables. It is reported that Nihangs also fired on the

Megistrate who v/as lucky enough to escape unhurt Police

fired a fev/ rounds and the panicky Nihangs Sed tov/ards their

tent leaving the constables behind. Fortunately, there v/as no

loss of life on either side. But there v/as the most unfortunate

incident at Pundri. A group of ifihangs reportedly fired at

Haryana Armed Police picket at about 3.15 P. M, on the same

day. Police returned the fire, perhaps, more vigorously and

shot dead three Nihangs on the spot v/hile one more succum-

bed to his injuries in the hospital. These four v/ere—Satnam

Singh, Ajit Singh, Balkar Singh and Harbhajan Singh—all

belonging to village Jalmana,

This unfortunate incident further aggravated the situation.

Nihangs— all the more enraged as they v/ere—refused to any

compromise till the possession of Samadhis v/as handed over

to them and those guilty of firing v/ere duly punished. They
insisted on taking out the procession. The fanatic leaders

inside the Nihang camp incited their followers by giving com-
munal colour to the incident while on the other hand more
sensible sikh leaders including ?/r. Tara Singh, a member of

state cabinet, partially succeeded in their efforts. The pro-

posed procession v/as called off. This certainly averted a

blocdshed.

The Sikh leaders of Punjab came out hastily to condemn
the “unprovoked” police firing, demanding judicial enquiry

into the incident Thd leaders belonging to opposition groups
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in Punjab and Haryana, found a chance to harass the govern-
ment and strain the existing cordiai relations between the

ruling groups of these neighbouring states. All this could

have amounted to communal roits in the state since the local

population under leadership of Sangharsh Samiti observed

complete strike on 20th January to protest against govern-

ment’s policy of appeasement towards Nihangs. They wanted
the Nihangs to be deait with sternly and ejected from the area.

They demonstrated against the impotence of government.

The authorities on their part, through the mediating Sikh

leaders, requested the Nihangs to disperse. Baba Santa Singh

the chief of Budha Dal—the Nihang sect, was also persuaded

to direct his followers to leave the area. To appease them,

Haryana government ordered Magisterial enquiry into the firing

incident of 15th January. Nihangs only got ready to disperse

if their demands handing over of Kaithal samadhis, uncondi-

tional release of all Nihangs and Judicial probe into police

firing were accepted in toto. The Haryana Chief Minister

though not averse to any of these demands, wanted the

Ninangs to first vacate the area. He assured that ali these

demands would be considered sym.pathetically.

And fmaily good sense prevailed over the Nihang Chief,

who assured the authorities that the Nihangs wouid disperse

off after completing the Akhandpath of Guru Granth Sahib,

which they have started in memory of their four comerades

killed by the police. And It worked. After the Bhog on 19th

January, the Nihangs, slowly started moving out of Pundri.

Baba Santa Singh on his part, threatened that if his demands

were not met-with and the assurances of Haryana government

not kept, the Nihangs will launch a Morcha outside the resi-

dence of Prime Minister. However, their demand for a judicial

probe was met with by Haryana governm.ent and the Nihangs

called off the proposed Morcha.

Role of Press

In this episode, vernacular press of Jullundur also played
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Kaithal state was founded by Bhai Desu Singh ( 1773-1835

Bikrami) after which, his son Bhai Lai Singh (1836-1875
Bikrami) ruled successfully to be succeeded by his minor
son Bhai Udhey Singh. Bhai Udhey Singh died issueless in

1843 A. D. and the Kaithal state was taken over by the British-

ers. There is no record, when these samadhis were built, but

the Nihang chief says that there is a mention of the samadhis

in "Suraj-Prakash" written by court poet of Kaithal rulers.

In revenue records of 1887-88 the land measuring 40

Kanals, covering samadhis, is shown in the name of Deputy

Commissioner. Again on 1st April 1895, the Government of

Punjab, entrusted the Municipal Committee Kaithal to manage

the land covering samadhis and in 1960-61 the Government

finally leased out this area to the municipality for 99 years. The

municipal authorities constructed shops, offices and residenti-

al colony on the land, leaving a little area vaccant alongwith

the samadhis.

Nihangs are firm on their stand that the old ruling family

of Kaithal was connected with the Sikh Gurus and the three

samadhis are those of their ancestors. They also claim that

Gurudwara Committee, the legal owner of the land, has written

a deed in favour of three Nihangs—Sadha Singh, Joginder

Singh and Swaran Singh. But their claim has been con-

tested by authorities and the question of the ov/nership of

samadhis is still unsettled and may again create trouble for

the times to come.

Nihangs-Past and Present

Nihangs have a great past to be envied by the martial

races. They have a history of their valour, vanity and bravery.

The small band of Nihangs rendered yeomen services to Maha-

raja Ranjit Singh in coming victorious from the many battles

he fought during his rule against English as v/ell as less

powerful enemies. They fought gruesome battles under dare-

devil leader Phoola Singh accompanied by Sadhu Singh and
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Dharam Singh, But from the very beginning the Nihangs have

been defiant, overzealous and indifferent to the lav/ of the land.

Wr. Steinbach, author of “The Punjab” says : “They (the Akali

Nihangs) move about constantly armed to the teeth, insulting

everybody they meet, particularly the Europeans v/hose drill

they call “Raqs-e-Loolian (The dance of the lame). It is not

an uncommon thing to see them moving about with a drav/n

sword in each hand, hvo more in their belt, a matchlock at

their back and three or four quoits (steel rings) fastened

around their turbens".

Nothing bad if the Nihangs remained armed to the teeth

and insulted the Europeans to protest against the tyrantBritish

rule, but there is no justification of their adopting the same

attitude tov/ards ov/n peaceful brothern and flouting the lav/

of the land.

In the recent past, not only In Punjab, but in some of the

neighbouring states, Nihangs have become a law and order

problem for the authorities. A fev/ Instances to follow v/ouid

justify the contention. On Sth April 1978, a group of 25 armed

Nihangs forcibly occupied Duddi Sahib Gurudv/ara, near

Ladv/a in Kurukshetra District of Haryana, Finally the police

has to intervene and arrest ten of the Nihangs. Some arms
and ammunition was also seized by the police. The Guru-

dwara v/as restored to its legal controIler-Shiromani Guru-
dv/ara Prafaandhak Commmittee (the Tribune : 14th April 1978),

One day prior to it i. e, on 8th April a band of Nihangs raided

Guru Ravidass temple at Chithial village near Garhiv/ala in

District Hoshiarpur of Punjab. They tried to demolish the
temple. V/hen the residents of the village came out and tried

to stop them, the Nihangs drev/ out their swords and raised

slogans threatening to kill any one who dared to intervene.
The frightened villagers sought police protection which
brought situation under control. ( Ibid lOth April, 1978 ),

But despite police intervention, Nihangs could not be ejected
from the Gurudv/ara premesis. They stayed-in and put up
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their Nishan Sahib to nullify the reqeusts of the villagers and
efforts of the authorities (Ibid 19th April 1978).

On April 15th, the village Panchayat of Kheri Sharaf Ali

in District Karnal of Haryana was meeting to discuss local

affairs and finalize the programme of an auction, W'hen a

Nihang raised the issue of high prices charged by the local

shopkeepers. The Sarpanch tried to explain the position.

The Nihang became furious and assaulted the Sarpanch with

a Gandasa. But he was overpowered and disarmed. Pancha-

yat refered the matter to the police. A police party headed

by S. H. O. of Assandh police station reached the village and

went to the house of alleged Nihang.' The Nihang had in the

meantime gathered many other companions and when the

police party reached there, the Nihangs, eight in number duly

armed, pounced upon the police party, snatched away the

revolver of the SHO, shot dead constable Tirath Ram on the

spot, injured the SHO alongwith Sarpanch and another cons-

table. Police tried to open fire in self defence but their guns

. failed to click owing to some defect. Eye witnesses are of

the opinion that the entire police party would have been butch-

ared but for the courage of some villagers who fired in air to

scare away the Nihangs. District administration then rushed

Haryana Armed Police re-inforcement and arrssted the mis-

creants to bring the situation under control (Ibid Ifcth April

1978).

On the same day in Jullundur, a party of eight Nihangs

was passing through Tanda Road Bazar, when one of them

loaded his 12 bore gun and fired a shot on the wall of a build-

ing. Then he handed over the gun to another companion who

repeated the fete to scare the people of the area. On comp-

laint, police party chased the culprits who took refuge in sodal

temple. (Ibid April 16th. 1978) the tussle of Sodal temple itself

has aroused great controversy.

These are a few instances of the deeds of Nihangs in 1978
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itself, in this connection ! vroald like to quote the v.'ords of

Choudhri Devi Lai, Chief ?<f:nister of Haryana : “At numerous

places, the I’iihangs are kncv/n to have indulged in acts of

forcible occupation of vaccant lands and even private property.

At Pundri, they are still occupying the tubewell of a farmer Mr,

Sadhu Ram. Whenever they find a piece of vacca.nt land,

the Mihangs forcibly put up their flag. They have done so at

Ratia, Tohana, Guh!a and Sirsa. The hostility of Haryana

Hindus tovrards them flows directly from these illegal activities.

This kind of practice can not be tolerated any longer,”

(Ibid 12th, February' 1973).



"To expect that the Government should anticipate with

any precision that communal riots will erupt, and, if so, when,

would be to attribute to its agencies a sixth sense of antici-

pation well nigh difficult to postulate, in as much as

communal riots erupt on such unsignificant and minor

incidents which in themselves are difhcult to predict

"What could be expected from law enforcing and Govern-

mental agencies is a proper appreciation of the communal

atmosphere prevailing in a state, in a town or in a any parti-

cular place or locality, to anticipate trouble and to take steps

to nip it in the bud or to deal with it firmly when such a

situation does arise."

(Jagan Mohan Reddy Commission on

Ahmedabad Riots)



The Sambhal Outrage

Sarr.bhef ?s a smaH TehsH of f/.oracabad drsfrfct in U‘‘ar

Pradesh vdlh a popa'aiton of nearly one lakh peopfe. In

Vi'ho!e district of f/.orada'cad, J.tusiims constitute a majoritv of

the population, Hindus being Im minority say about SO percent

Sarr.bhef is no exception to this rat'o proportion. Hindus,

being in minority are as suspicious and sceptcaf as the

rrusfi.ms minorit/ In any other part of the country. Ho-fis'jsr,

irj general, feeiing of fraternity preyails among the peopfe of

both Communities v/ho heavily depend on each other for their

prosperity in life and business,

Hovr the lust for leao'ership carries one to incite the

people to fight a bloody battle amongest themselves, has been
amply demonstrateo' in various parts of our country v/here then
and no'iV communa! roits break out and m>any innocent peace-
ru] people become victims of religious fanaticism. Samfabal
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is no exception. Here too as everywhere, no ordinary citizen

had any grouse or malice towards any one, yet they fought,
they assaulted, they looted and they killed rather butchered
each other only to repent later on. Then what incited or
maddened them to commit such inhuman acts ? They have
no answer and till they do not came out to find an answer,
such crimes against humanity would continue at the instance

of one or the other disgruntled selfish leader.

Sambhal had been capital of Prithvi Raj Chauhan as well

as home of Alha and Udal, two brave mythological warriors.

Hindus are proud of this rich and prestigious past. On the

other hand Muslims of this area like to be called the descen-

dents of Mohammad Ghoari—the turk, who invaded, conquer-

ed and looted this area. It is said that Prithvi Raj Chauhan

built up a prestigious Shiv Mandir (Temple of Lord Shiva) at

Sambhal but later when Babar conquered this area, he got the

Mandir demolished and erected a Masjid (Mosque) in its place

which exists even till this day. This is certainly a wound which

the Hindu community is nursing since long and being in mino-

rity, the wound itches even more. This community is consci-

ous of the historical fact that Baber, a muslim conquered this

area and insulted their faith by demolishing the temple. Unfortu-

nately, this historical consciousness provoked a young Hindu

fanatic to commit the most heinous crime. It was on January

29th, 1976 when a man murdered the Imam of the Masjid and

tied his dead body with the cot itself. It was more then en-

ough to arouse the passions of Muslims. A riot broke out in

which one young man of Hindu community was killed. It was

the period of Emergency (The internal Emergency as clamped

down on the whole of India by the then Prime Minister Mrs.

Indira Gandhi on 25th June 1975) and authorities suppressed

the roit immediately to save their skins, reportedly dealing with

muslims with a heavy hand. It is said that the man behind

fanning communal voilence at that time was a muslim league

leader Mr. Manzar Shafi, who did his best to keep the hatred
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This man—Shan vrho "ivas under arrest in connechon '.vith

a! roitv/as released on htarch 27th, 'S72 an
’

and
cg<~c.

previous commun

P4.C force Vi'hich vras there at Sambnai to maintsln p

left the cit}' as p-eaceful on 22Lh, The jobless Shan IoG/:es

for a job not only for himself but for his entire gang and he

found it not too late—just on the very next cay.

It v/as on 2Sth l/arch 1972~the fateful day in the history

of Sambhai-'ivhen one Recghan Lai, the leader or Inasra

Congress decided to head a procession in protest -against

non payment of salaries to the Safai Karamcharis since fast

three months. Though prohibitory orders under section 144

Cr. ?. C, Y/ere in force in the city, this procession reached

Tehsif office. The S, D. f.f, Mr, Ramesh Chander Mathur v/as

also there. The processionists demonstrated for their

demands and also indulged in some unruly behaviour v/hen

the officers paid no heed to them. Sensing any unt-ov/ard

incident, the Tehsiloar rang up the police authorities, Fov/-

ever, instead of police, it v/as Manzar Shafi v/ith his gang of

goondas who reached the spot Ke joined hands v/ith

Regghan Lai and with this added support the demonstrators
became vGilent Before the situation could take ugly turn,

the helpless S, D, M, conceded the dema.nds of Ragghan Lai

—

I'anzar Shafi combine. Peace v/as restored. And this is

v/hat Shafi never v/anted. He immediately rushed to the

'P-
arranged a strike or rict;shav/-puHers in favour of

their^demands and declared a faazar-bundh. V/hat he declar-
es he meant it l.lost of the shopkeepers, scared of his
goonda squad, obediently puffed dov/n their shutters: some
others, who were a bit hesitant y/ere pushed aside and their
shops were forcibly closed by this gang. But still there v/ere
others not only disobidient to this self-styled administrator
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of the city but also aggressive-the owner of M/s.
Vinod Pramod Paan Shop being one of them. This man
refused to submit to the dictates of the leader of gang. A
fist fight broke out to serve as a spark of the flames that
engulfed the v/hole town of Sambhal and turned it into a
virtual crematorium.

There went a scream in every muslim mohalla that Hindus
had again killed the Imam of the masjid and Hindus living

in every corner of the city heard the v/ords flying in air that

their temple has been demolished by Muslims. It v/as too

much to arouse passions of the innocent peoples v/ho felt no

need fo confirm the reality of these inciting v/ords and rushed

out of their lanes. They forgot their cordial personal relations

as well as useful business relations and In a desparafe bid

to save their faith and prestige, pounced upon each other.

The double edged sharp weapon of religious frenzy pireced

through the tender heart of humanity. What happened in

the next four hours is enough to prove that in the fury of

roused passions, the devil in man provokes him to become
more furious than any other blood thirsty monster on the

earth.

The groups of Ragghan Lai and Manzar Shah, who had

arm-in-arm only a few minutes back, came out v/ith daggers

drawn against each other. A mob of more than one thousand

Muslims, v/ithin moments made a thunderbolt attack on Hindu

dominated areas while Hindus led by unruly elements went

on rampaging in Muslim areas. It all started at about 11.20

a.m. and immediately thereafter curfew was proclaimed in

the city though there was none to impose it. The local police

was too small to control this large scale rciting and

stood helpless. Even the shops adjecent to police kotv/ali

were burnt and looted. These shops belonged to 1/iuslims.

Hindu goondas of Ther launched a lightening attack,

looted and burnt each and every shop and assaulted everyone

at their will. The shopkeepers left tneir shops in panic and
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ran for their lives. Entire market near kotv/ali v/ent to flames,

Ragghan Lai’s men looted the Wuslim shops of Subzi Mandi,

On the other hand Muslim, roiters launched major assault

on Nan.vasa Bazar v/ith the slogans "Aag Do Loot Lo". They

had a stock of kerosene and petrol-looted from a shop, v/hich

they utilised to burn the shops of Hindus. There v/as a

pitched battle betv/een the roiters of both communities near

Anjuman Tiraha v/herein guns, knives, spears, lathis and

bricks v/ere frequently used by both sides injuring numerous

persons. But the most inhuman, ghastly drama v/as enacted

by Muslims in Narv/asa Bazar, in the premises of a Khandsari

firm. The building v/as set on fire v/here nearly a hundred

persons took refuge to save themselves. Not contented v/ith

this, the Muslim gangasters repeatedly rammed a tractor

against the v/all of the building and finally made their v/ay

after the v/all collapsed, A mob of goondas entered the

premises, burnt dov/n all they could find, assaulted every one

v/hom they could. There v/as some resistance to begin v/ith

but the roiter's onslaught v/as too heavy for the people in

the building premises. Those v/ho could force their v/ay

out of the building saved their lives, but the remaining met
a tragic end at the hands of frenzied mob. Eleven persons
v/ere tied up and burnt alive. I v/ould like to quote a fev/

v/ords, on these blood curdling incidents from the report of

some journalists published in Calcutta based v/eekly Sunday-
“The maximum damage v/e sav/, has been caused to the
shops around the kotv/ali and in Narv/asa Bazaar. All shops
in front of kotv/ali belonged to Muslims, All that v/as left

v/as burnt bricks. Burnt floour still littered the area, v/hile

name boards bearing the names, “Maqsud Hussain, Irfan

Hussain” v/ere mute v/itnesses. Motor cycles and hav/kers
carts v/ere huddled together in one corner all burnt. A black
gluey liquid v/as v/hat remained of 'gur’ bags. V/ho, one
v/onders, had provided the fuel to burn the bazaar for full
three hcurs.
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"Narwasa Baazar'^here most shops vjere owned by
Hindus. There was also a police post here. Not even the

sign posts of the shops remain. After the wholesale shop of

Goel Brothers was the compound of the Khandsari factory

owned by Mr. Banwari Lai Garg, styled as M;s. Murari Lai

Banwari Lai and sons, Khandsari. On 29th, the gates of this

factory had been broken down by a tractor. Later 11 bodies

of Hindus were recovered from the premises. Six bodies

were found steeped in petrol, tied up in tires and bags. Five

bodies were found near a safe that was still burning. We
saw the signs of dry blood all over.

“Further ahead was the godown of Murari Lai Aggarwal

and sons, timber murchants. Ali that remained was fire

wood. Four bodies were recovered from here. Next was a

small pond, the water of which is red, we are told, because

of Khandsari and Shira. Linking the Hindu locality of Narwasa

and the Musiim area of Deepa Sarai is the Anjuman Tiraha.

The ashes of countless bags bore witness to the long

pitched battle that took place at the Tiraha. The wall of a

nearby building had been br Aen down to make a path.

This is where the police found two more bodies. Of the 25

people who had died those who had been identified are

—

Banwari Lai, Sukhanand Munim, Ram Sharan, the servant

of Munna Halv.-ai, Ramavtar Sain, a medical agent Kapoor

and a Lala of Kasai Gali.”

The Lesser v;e go into the details of this holocaust, the

better it is. In short, goondas on both sides went on rampage

and looted the shops, gutted the remainders, killed anybody

who dared to resist or whom they liked to liquidate. Hindus

being in minority bore the brunt of voilence. Out of total

25 people killed in the incident no less than 23 were Hindus.

This minc;'ity community also suffered heavy losses ,of pro-

perty since Hindus held most of the bigger shops destroyed

in fire. Out of 175 shops burnt, 87 belonged to Hindus and

only 78 to Muslims. The major fact is that most of the shops
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owned by rnusllrris were smalfer stalls and khobhas. The city

rs^Tjgined under curfev/ for v/eH over a Tortnfght and in tnis^

duration on April 2nd when curfew* v/as relaxed for one hour,

there *.vere incidents of scuffle and stabbings resulting in

death of t/ro J.tuslims.

'Icy; the question arfseS'-wheLher the scuffle v/ith Pan

Y/a'-ah, actuaJly became a cause of roit I**o, of course not.

h’obody in the tcv/n is ready to accept this version. In the

opinion of focal people, it -was note cause but only an excuse

so badly sought fay J/anzar Shafi to start vrholesafe communal

rolts It v/as planned well in ad*/ance as per opinion of the

grcuo of three Janata htembers cf Parliament v/ho -went to

study the causes of the Sambhai roils. In the opinion of Dr.

iiturli h'arohar Josh?, htr. Rajendra Kumar Sharma and iifrs.

Shanti Devi—the three irt.P.s.-“the precession responsible

for arson and killing w'as fed fay a musllm league leader v/ho

had unsuccessfully contested eleclions to U. P. Assembly.

Scon after the procession came to the m.arket to enforce

Hartal and began to foot shops, voi'.er.t crowds from different

parts of the cify started collecting in the streets. They came
with letha! v/eapons {guns, pistols, spades, kni’/es end lathis

etc.) It IS strange that vnVr.vut any apparent cause or pro-

VGcallon, hoy/ in such a short time an organised group could

collect in the market The group started to set fire, loot and

kill’. The incidents cccured beKven 1G,S0 a-m, and 12.50 P.fA”

Eut iccal people say that the vollence continued upto 5

P.M. The -.van of khandsari firm was broken at about 3 P.sY.

and m.Gst cf the barbarous killings took place after this.

Local police v-as condemned by all and sundry. It is

intriguing to note that police did nothing to stop the voilent

mob. In fact, there ere not enough police arra.ngements in

this notorious cit}* •which had al.'eady witnessed communal roits

^in 1?35, 1347 end recently in 1976, As per reports the Mc.rada-
bad authorit'es v/ere informed of the roit at about 12 noon
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and by 1.45 P.M. a large police force consisting of one
armed squad, one platoon of PAC and one teargas squad
reached Sambhal headed by S. P. Mr. Satpathy and collector

Mr. Farhat Ali, but they did not take immediate action to save
precious human lives. Police sources have contested the

report. . They said that police force reached Sambhal only at

3 P.M. and immediately went in action. The Khandsari firm

incident had already taken place. After that police fully con-

trolled the situation and enforced curfew by 5 P.M. Which
version is correct, it is difficult to establish but at the same
time it is an irrefutable fact that timely action by police could

have saved many human lives.

Local potitical observers feel, this incident was a result

of the conspiraly hatched by the Muslim League leader Manzar

Shaft and Congress (I) leader Ragghan Lai. Both these self

styled leaders, in order to gain cheap popularity, had already

planned this -roit, otherwise it would not have been possible

for the roiters to collect so many weapons to assault and

so much fuel to burn. The goondas under Manzar Shafi

certainly had the backing of local police. As a matter of fact

police officials are friendly with goondas and if the goonda

turns out to be a political leader, he is at even more good

terms with police. Here a proof can be cited. Even the

children in the streets could tell that root cause of the roit was

Manzar and it was for the police to first arrest him but police

did not arrest this man even when collector ordered his

immediate arrest. It was only when angry mob beat up this

man black and blue and to save his life, he ran towards police

station and surrendered. A faint argument in a feeble tone

was advanced by some police officials that if they arrested

Manzar Shafi in the wake of roit, the voilence would have

further escalated. Their argument seems plausible in general

but particularly in case of Sambhal, it is baseless. Manzar

has no backing in the Muslims Community itself while the

other community-the Hindus even hate his shadow. Secondly

when just one day prior to 29th March, he had tried to arouse
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commnnal feelings in a school function, was’nt it enough

sign for the police authorities to take precautionary measures.

Why it was so that the procession led by Ragghan Lai v/as

allowed to go upto Tehsil office when prohibitory orders were

in force. Again v/hen the Tehslldar rang up for the police

help, how Manzar Sha fi and his gang reached the spot

instead of police. It is said that Shafi was sitting in the police

station chatting with the officials when the call came and

when he decided to go to the scene of trouble, police willingly

stayed away.

Who was at fault and to v^hat extent, Is the duty of

Enquiry Committee to come to a conclusion. Here is what

the unbiased observers felt, what the sensible citizen told them

and what they had gathered from the ashes of the roit-

torn city.

There is no use of lamenting on the past but some pre-

cautions are must to avoid re-enactment of such ghastly

scenes in future. The authorities are well aware of all this

and they can easily avoid many of such ugly incidents only by
keeping their eyes and ears open but lips tight.

O
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On the fateful day of 29th March 1978, Mr. Ahmad
Hussain decided to enjoy the last show of a Telugu film along-

with his wife Rameeza Bee. As the show was over, this

couple hired a rickshaw on their way back to home. Had

there been a sixth sense with poor Ahmad Hussain, it must

have warned him of the calamity waiting ahead. When their

rickshaw was passing through Nallakunta area, the husband

felt a call of the nature. He asked the rickshaw puller to stop

and went a little distance to ease himself. It was nearly

1.30 a. m.

In the meantime, two constables on routine petrol duty—

Mr. G. Rama Rao and Syed Mustafa Hussain noticed this

parked rickshaw and approached near it. They asked some

questions from the rickshaw puller as well as Rameeza Bee.
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The lady told them that she was returning home from cinema

v/ith her husband v/ho v/as just over there. The constables,

in their usual rough tone, commanded the rickshaw puller to

follow them to the police station. Repeated requests and

protests of the lady evoked the only respose from policemen

that v^atever she v/anted, she may tel! the officer at the

police station. V/ithout waiting for her husband, they led her

to police station.

Ahmad Hussain reached there immediately afterwards.

He v/as av/e-striken to find that the police officials present

there— Sub-Inspector Surinder Singh, Head Constable Moha-

mmad Sultan and two constables Mohammad Khv/aja and

P. Jangaiah v/ere abusing his v/ife. When he tried to inter-

vene, he v/as also encircled and abused. The policemen

charged that Rameeza Bee v/as a prostitute and Ahmed
Hussain her pimp-the agent The helpless couple burnt in

anger. Their arguments fell on deaf ears. There is a general

tendency of the policemen to speak v/hatever they like but

listen not a word of argument Likev/ise, repeated requests

and clarifications of Ahmad Hussain hardened the attitude

of Sub-Inspector v/ho threatened to arrest them. The unfortu-

nate couple had no way out. Left with no other alternative,

Ahmad Hussain agreed to give some bribe to the Sub-Ins-

pector and went to arrange money, leaving behind his v/ife

as a surity.

It v/as already 2.30 a.m. The man was not expected to

return v/ith money before day-break. The lady v/as alone.

And here v/as a chance. Presence of a lone young lady

of20v/ouldbe enough to provoke a policeman even in the
street and here it v/as in their own fortress. So, the lav/-

keepers unmasked their real face. They pounced upon the

poor lady like monesfers on a lamb; pulled dov/n her clothes
and this gang of devils dragged her to a vaccant room. The
senior most first and one by one all the rest raped her.
After statisfying their lust, they threatened her v/ith dire
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consequences if she disclosed it to her husband.

Before day-break two policemen led Rameeza Bee to her

house. The broken lady narrated the horrible tale to her

husband. Burning with anger, he rushed to the Police Station

along with his wife and started abusing the Sub-Inspector

and constables in a loud voice. It is a common saying

that every policeman (leave a few exceptions) is a walking

encyclopaedia of dirtiest abuses. But the policemen could

not digest the pill which they administer to all and sundry

in their daily routine. Sub-Inspector’s face reddened in anger.

He jumped from his chair, picked up his cane and then— the

horrible seen of inhuman thrashing was enacted on both

the lady and her husband. Ahmad Hussain was thrashed

so bcdly that he died within a few hours after the

policemen let him off. But even before this, police, repor-

tedly deprived him of whatever money he had.

Poor lady's cries gathered the people from neighbour-

hood. Some friends and well wishers of the deceased also

reached there. They decided to carry the dead body of

Ahmad Hussain to police station. As the news of this

heinous crime of police spread, more and more people poured

in. Body of the deceased was carried to the police station

and placed in the corridor. Angry mob, which had swelled

to mony hundred by now, rent the air with shouts of anti-

police slogans. They encircled the police post, but before

the furious mob could enter in, the entire police staff some-

how managed to slip away through back door- Disgusted

mob burnt the entire records and furniture lying there. The

mob was so voilent that obviously, if any of the guilty cops

would have been caught, he was sure to be burnt alive then

and there. Authorities rushed a police party from the Head

quarters but it could not reach its destination as the people

were there to greet this party with showers of bricks and

stones. By that time it was getting dark. The Janata M.LA.

of the area reached the spot and assured the gathering that
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he y/iil lake up the matter with the Government He also said

that he v/il! raise this issue early next day in the assembly.

Authorities, on their part, suspended the Sub-Inspector and

t.’io constables concerned with this episode. A Magisterial

enquiry was also immediately ordered into the death of Ahmad

Hussain. By that time, gathering v/as exhausted where

upon the assurance of the M.LA. and these steps of ad-

ministration, partially made them to leave the scene.

By next day 31st March this news crossed over to the old

city area of Hyderabad and knocked at every door. This area

is dominated by Muslim population- filth, poverty and illiteracy

being the property v/hich most of them have preserved for

the last many many decades. Politically, it is a steel v/alled

forte of l,',aj!is-l-lttehadul-Massalmin. Naturally, communal

tones here prove rev/erding. When this nev/s exploded in

these areas, some majlis leaders tried to give this episode

a communal colour. They argued that the victim couple

was Muslim, the rapist S. 1. was Hindu; area of this incident

v/as dominated by Hindus and above all the State Govern-

ment y/as headed by a Hindu-Mr M. Chenna Reddy, But their

tricks did not click because tv/o Musilm constables had also

raped the lady and took active part in thrashing Ahmad
Hussain. Again mob anger was entirely directed against

police and in this upsurge against police, Hindus had already

joined hands v/ith the agitating Muslims, So, if v/as an atmos-
phere of complete communal harmony.

Right from the morning, voilence started in many parts

of city— old and new. There were frequent incidents of stone
throwing and burning of public property. Police posts, police-
men and police property became the main target of attack. At
many places, roads were completely blocked by piling stones,
felling trees and pulling down the telephone poles. Entire

vehicular traffic came to a stand-still. Businessmen closed
their shops. Students left their classes and joined the irate

mob. In the meantime a rumour spread that Rameeza Bee
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had also died. People took it in the way that she had
succumbed to the police torture of the previous day. Another
suspicion added to the gravity of the aiready deteriorating

situation that the state Home Minister Mr. M. M. Hashmi,
in order to save the face of his department as well as of his

own, was trying to win over the witnesses and tempering with

the proofs. He was also persuading the doctors, entrusted
with the task of medical examination of Rameeza Bee and
post-mortum of Ahmad Hussian, to give such reports that

charges of rape and murder could not be established against

police. (This suspicion later came to be truej.

These two rumours infuriated the voilent agitators. In

Vidyanagar, where this incident took place police resorted

to lathi charge and teargas shelling many times but failed

to disperse the rampaging mob. Ultimately it took to firing and

shot dead— a student Ali Nawaz (22) and a labourer Ahmed

Sharif (33) instanteneously. Another scene of major distur-

bances was Afzalganj, where the body of Ahmad Hussain

was brought for autopsy. Here police resorted to lathi

charge, a number of times. A group of students fanned out

to the railway track and stopped trains. A passenger was

hurt in a stoning incident at Vidyanagar station. A goods

train approaching kachiguda was stopped near over-bridge

of Vidyanagar and wagon containing onions was set ablaze.

The guard room was ransacked and its records throv/n out.

Leaders of all opposition parties, including the Janata

Party, joined the fray which had already crossed the dimen-

sions of caste and community and had become a war against

police atrocities. The demonstrators, led by this joint front

of opposition parties demanded immediate arrest of four

policemen guilty of rape and inhuman beating, judicial probe

into March 29-30 police atrocities as well as a probe into the

police firing in which two young men were shot dead. The

Chief Minister readily accepted the demand for a judicial

probe but rejected the remaining two demands outrightly.
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property became, as in the previous four days, target of attack.

Demoralized police force found itself total helpless as the
voiience escalated. The Municipal Corporation office, situated

near police head-quarters was raided by voilent mob. Therentire

office was ransacked and put on fire. Such large scale voiience,

just on the nose of police headquarters showed as if the state

machinery had completely broke down. State Government also

realised that state police has proved itself unable to control

the mob fury with the help of teargas shells, lathis or even

bullets. There were many instances when police opened fire

on the crowds and in all shot dead nine roiters, but the volume

of voiience escalated further. At Falaknuma, Railway Protection

Force opened fire on the mob damaging railway property.

At about 12.30 P.M., authorities clamped down curfew on

the areas most affected by roits and requisitioned the services

of Central Reserve Police and Army to cope with the situation,

fast going out of control. Periodic announcement of curfew

could not alter the situation. Voiience went oh unabated till

5 P.M. when five columns of Army and six companys of CRP

moved into the disturbed areas. Curfew was extended to the

entire length and breadth of the twin cities for next three

days. Apparantely an uneasy calm prevailed in the city.

Chief Minister Mr. M. Chenna Reddy accused the anti-

social elements and again the Naxalites for these disturbances.

An official press release went on to add that a youth and

students federation was recently formed by a section of CPI

(ML) led by Mr. Mahadev Mukherjea which played a decisive

role under guidance of the naxalites of West Bengal. It is

learnt that a group of CPI (ML) led by Mr. M. Subba Reddy

admitted that Naxalites were there in this agitation which was

an "upsurge against police."

To ease the tension. Chief Minister called the opposition

parties for a dialogue on April 4th. He conceded their demands.

The guilty Sub-Inspector and constables were arrested. The
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considered to have committed an offence punishable under
section 302 (Murder) read with section 34 of the Indian Penal

Code."

The Commission came down heavily on the police officers

who were produced by police as witness. The commission

observed, "In this enquiry, three police officers have been

produced as witness, two of whom are Circle Inspectors

and one Sub-Inspector. The two Circle Inspectors are

Ambaji and Ramana Reddy and the Sub-Inspector is Ranga

Reddy. A reading of their testimony would show that they

with a view to accomodating their subordinates and mislead-

ing the commission, have glaringly made untrue statements

after taking oath before the commission. If this is the condi-

tion of three police officers who have been produced as wit-

nesses then it would be very difficult for the judiciary to rely

upon the testimony of police officers of such cadres when

they are being produced as investigating officers in cases

involving heinous crimes. Therefore, I have no hesitation

in holding that these officers knowingly after taking oath have

made false statements, knowing them to be false. Hence,

it is upto Government to take whatever appropriate action

they consider proper and desirable against these police

officers in question."

It is painful to see the Doctors yeilding to the pressure

of administration and becoming subservients of police. Mr.

Justice Muktadar strongly censured Dr. P. D. Khadllkar for

his subordination to police officers. It is learnt that Dr.

Khadilkar and his associate Dr. M. Nagaraja Rao, who were

entrusted with the task of autopsy of deceased Ahmad

Hussain and medical examination of Rameeza Bee, first

prepared unbiased medical reports but leter they were app-

roached by the State Home Minister and senior police

officials. Somehow or other, doctors yeilded to their pressure

and made such alterations in their reports as to render the

case of rape and murder weak. Severly criticising this atitude
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the commission placed on record “{Dr. Khadilkar) has

stooped dov/n to the lov/est depths at the zenith of his

career by making interpolations in the original report in

order to minimise the seriousness of injuries v/ith a viev/ to

shov/ing in the case of deceased that the death v/as due to

natural cause of coronory thrombosis, and in the case of

Rameeza Bee, that no rape v/as committed on her. To

my mind, this is certainly unbecoming of the prefessor

of Forensic medicine, to indulge in these acts v/hich if

brought to the notice of the Indian Medical Council, v/ould

result in his being debarred from practising as a medical

practitioner, as they definitely amount to professional mis-

conduct,"

These findings of the Commission, v/hich remind us of

the similar findings of many commissions appointed in the

past years to probe into the mal-functioning of the lav/ enforc-

ing machinery, at the same time they go a long v/ay to

place before the authorities as v/ell as the society the deterio-

rating state of the moral character of our police force. If

such a gang of liers, criminals and rapists is there to protect

the life and property of citizens, v/ho can feel secured ? Of

course, Government cannot appoint commissions to probe

thousands of such incidents that take place everyv/here and
everyday.

Though the voilence spared by this shameful act of the

shame-proof lav/ keepers died dov/n v/ithin a v/eek and the

opportunist leaders failed to turn it into a communal riot,

yet something irked their mind and they kept their search
for an opportunity open. In the mass upsurge against police
both Hindu and Muslims fought shoulder to shoulder v/ith

each other, but before the foot prints of that voilence v/ere
covered by the dust of time, an altercation betv/een a Paan
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Seller and a customer, snowballed into a communal roit.

The old city area of Hyderabad became a centre of

rolts which engulfed the entire city. The most bloodly

riots took place In Subzi Mandi, Yakutpura, Mangalghat, Raani

Bazaar and Chanderghat, where the goondas and fanatics

butchered many innocent citizens. Hundreds of houses were

burnt to ashes, public property and private property to the

tune of crores of rupees was damaged. This unfortunate city

remained under curfew for about ten days exposing the poor

daily wage earners to starvation. This was, what we say, the

usual outcome of such riots.
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On 14th April 1978, Jatays took out a huge procession in

Agra to mark the birthday of their revered leader Bhimji Rao

Ambedkar. On the head of this procession was an elephant

carrying a lively portrait of their leader follovred by thousands

of Harijans, It passed through many crov/ded parts of city

with all its usual beating of drums, physical skill games and

chanting of slogans. It ;vas an occassion of merriment and

festivity' for the processionists—Harijans and only Harijans in

thousands that formed the entire lot.

All went peaceful till it reached Rav/atpara, in the heart of

city. This area is dominated by caste— Hindus and they did not

like it So, v/hen this procession v/as near Mankameshv/ar

Temple, all of a sudden, shov/ers of bricks came from a house-
top, smashing the portrait of B.R, Ambedkar and injuring some
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of the processionists. They were provoked by the injuries

inflicted on their religious feelings and they retaliated with

shouts and stones. Some of their leaders tried to control the

mob mainly Jatavs but they damaged and looted some shops
belonging to caste—Hindus in Rawatpara as well as adjacent

area of Peepalmandi. Before the situation worsened, police

resorted to "mild" lathi-charge and brought the situation

under control.

Though calm prevailed and no more untoward incident

was reported on that day, the news of this clash reached every

corner of Agra within a few minutes and there was tension.

Caste— Hindus complained that the rowdeys, who damaged

and looted their property, were not dealt with sternly
;
they also

lodged about a dozen reports with police to this effect.

Jatavs were very much annoyed. They wanted that the persons

who threw stones on the procession should immediately

be arrested and harshly punished. Their passions rose high.

They were critical of police inactiveness.

Next day, Jatavs decided to take out another procession

on 23rd April to protest against the partisanship of police.

Their main demands included immediate arrest of those guilty

of stone throwing on the procession ; due punishment to the

inactive police officers ; and proclaimation of 14th April as

public holiday for future. By virtue of the support of some

Janata Party leaders, they also succeeded to secure permis-

sion for taking out the proposed procession although only

after their leaders gave written assurance to the authorities

that the procession would be peaceful and it will not pass

though Rawatpara ;
where prohibitory orders were already in

force.

From Jagdishpura—the largest Jatav colony- a peaceful

procession of about ten thousand silent shadows started in the

morning of the scheduled day, the 23rd April. It reached

Rawatpara chowk from where—according to understanding
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reached bet-.veen the authorises and the leaders itv/as to go

further through Jchari Bazar. But some rovrdeys in the mob

threw a stcgan “Lzthi-GoU Khayengs, Rzwztpzra Jzyeng^’

fwe v/ii! face fathls and bullets butv/il! go through Ravratpara.)

This slogan effected as the frenzied slogans do. The sltu-

aSon became explosive. Sensible leaders in the procession

tried their best to contain the rr.ob but their appeal had no

effect The crov/d tried to break police cordon and force its

way to prohibited area. Police burst teargas shells v/hich

failed to restrict the Jatavs. Thousands crossed over to

Ravratpara and beaded towards Mankameshwar l/andir, where

caste-Kindus were prepared to greet them vrith bricks, stones

and other missiles. Had the opponent groups came face to

face, a bloody riot v/as imminent Police, on the strength of

its number, finally succeeded to encircle and force the pro-

cessionists to retreat There, an indiscriminate lathi charge

-was carded out by the police. According to official report

only 41 persons, including Jatav leaders l',r. Jarari and Mr.

Kharag Singh vrere arrested and a few v/ere injured in the lathi

charge but actual ngure of injured and arrested v/as much
higher. According to a report published in UUzraradh (a

Leftist Kindi Magazine) as many as 1873 persons v/ere injured,

7€9 ofwhom seriously.

How, caste-Hindus had no complaint since the victims

of lafhi-charge v/ere Jatavs. And Jatavs decided to launch
a Satyagraha—a peaceful movement in protest They started
courting arrest and fay April SO, nearly 300 Jatavs courted
arrest to p.'ess their point peacefully. Kov/eyer, they realised,

not too late, that authorities would not yield to their peaceful
movement So, they decidea to stage a mass protest on 1st
May, the labour day as it is called, throughout the world.

About £00 people gathered and surrounded the collecto-
rate on May day. They shouted slogans and demanded un-
conditional release of ell Jatavs arrested on and after 14th
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April, They also demanded resignation of Deputy Commis-
sioner. Police was ordered to lathi charge the crowd and dis-

perse it but the measure proved counter effective. Mob turned

Violent and indulged in rowdiness. The collectorate became
first target of attack. Its furniture was smashed, window-

panes broken and entire staff scared out. Police immediately

arrested 200 rioters and then the actual drama began. Within

minutes, there were worst incidents of violence, arson, loot-

ing and burning of property in Bijiighar, Chhipitola, Chakkipat,

Naubasta, Lohamandi, Jagdishpura, Motikatra, Aulia Road,

Kazipara, Shahganj, Dayalbagh, Teela Nand Ram, Sunderpara,

Ram Nagar, Khataina and many other parts of the city. There

were ugly incidents of individual attacks. Policemen were

attacked'with stones and other flying missiles.

Traffic lights near collectorate were smashed and a road-

ways bus passing from nearby was burnt to ashes. A demon-

strator fired on a Police Inspector who returned the fire and

shot the assailent dead. Unruly mob tried to remove fish

plates of the railway line but timely intervention of police foiled

their bid. An outstation cabin was set on fire while signal

wires were cut down. A PAC picket reaching the trouble

spot was greeted with brickbats from rooftop of the houses on

both sides of the railway track. At another trouble spot

seven buses were set ablaze. Roiters destroyed electric

poles and wirings in Lohamandi area. Furious mob also tried

to set a petrol depot and a power house on fire but the police

somehow managed to avert disastrous explosions that might

have shook the entire city of Agra.

When teargas shells and lathis failed to show any effect

on the rampaging mob, police, at least on two places opened

fire and shot dead five demonstrators on - the spoL while 34

were seriously injured out of which one more succumbed to

his injuries on the following day. Four policemen were also

badly injured. But arson and violence was rampant and it

seemed that PAC was unable to cope with the situation.
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Goondas and other antisocial elements had their day as such

elements enjoy the break-dov/n of lav/ and order machinery

to have their fill and they also play a decisive role in aggrava-

ting the situation. In the atmosphere of violence and rioting,

goondas induged in looting, beating and raping. They had

no concern v/ith Jatavs or Hindus or police. They found their

prey, v/hosoever it may be. These gangasters came from

every section of society -they v/ere Jatavs, they v/ere caste-

Hindus and they v/ere policemen too.

Authorities ultimately clamped dov/n curfew in the entire

disturbed area and requisitioned Army to help the civilian

authorities. Even after the proclaimation of curfev/, violence

v/ent unabated. A police party v/hich v/ent to proclaim curfev/

v/as surrounded by the irate mob and attacked. Police party

fired in self-defence and one person died instanteneously. A
timber godov/n in the JeevanI Mandi v/ent to flames. There

v/ere frequent incidents of snapping telephone v/ires and stone

throv/ing. On April 2nd, Army units moved in the disturbed

areas to replace PAC and situation started improving.

Once capital of the mighty mughal empire Agra, is famous
in the v/hoie of the v/orld for its magnificent monument of love
the Taj Mahal. This city also enjoys the reputation of being
a big centre of shoe-industry in India, It has a population of
about Nine lakh—evenly divided betv/een caste—Hindus and
Harijans called Jatavs. Though all the Harijans in Agra are
not Jatavs, yet Jatavs constitute at feast ninety percent of the



VO Agra : A Case of Caste Conflict

total population and dominate about twenty residential colo-

nies. They are adept in the art of shoe-making and, therefore,

earn a bit more than other Harijans. Some of the Jatavs
possess good buildings and even have cars and scooters.

Quite a few send their children for regular education. So they

attract not only hatred of the higher caste but also jealousy of

the people of their own castes gripped by inferiority complex.

Caste— Hindus, who dominate major marketing operations

of shoe-industry, do not like that Jatavs of lower caste should

ever try to come economically at par with them. Yet there has

been an atmosphere of peace, if not of amity and mutual

regard, since both communities depend on each other for pro-

sperity of their business. If caste-Hindus depend on Jatavs

for raw-material and labour skill, the Jatavs need the assis-

tance of caste-Hindus for marketing their raw-material and

products.

Jatavs have a few occassions to celebrate, and one of

those is April 14 the birthday of Bhimji Rao Ambedkar. Hari-

jans attach great importance to this day, since most of them

regard B.R. Ambedkar not only as a leader but as their God.

it is said that in every Jatav house a portrait of their great

leader is a must. They celebrate this day with great enthu-

siasm. Right from 1957, every year on 14th April, Jatavs bring

out a huge procession with the portrait of Ambedkar mounted

on an elephant. Caste-Hindus had, since the first time, objected

to their passing through Rawatpara where temple of Lord

Ganesha—Mankameshwar is situated. They expressed their

anger many times by throwing stones on the procession or

abusing the processionists but those minor incidents went

unheeded. In 1976 and 1977 all went peaceful. There was

no provocative incident even in Rawatpara and authorities felt

that the feelings of caste-Hindus have subdued. So no major

precautionary measures were taken.this time.

Authorities could not sense such an explosion well in
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advance. Then it is alleged that those v/ho indulged in stone

throv/ing on the procession v/ere sheiided by authorities and

no action was taken against them. This partial attitude of

police aroused the feelings of Jatavs. Their hearts filled with

bitterness and aversion tov/ards caste-Hindus as v/e!I as

police and this is v/hy they did not go to police station to

lodge any report like caste-Hindus and decided to settle the

scores themselves. Their leaders set to decide the strategy

v/hile on the other hand prominent shopkeepers and residents

of Rav/atpara and Peepalmandi observed a protest strike and

demonstrated in front of Deputy Commissioner’s Office, They

demaded that in future Ambedkar Jayanti precession should

not be allov/ed to pass through Rav/atpara.

It is evident, neither the authorities nor the leaders of

both communities made any attempt to ease the tension and

bring back normalcy. Had they fried, the violent incidents of

next few days could have been averted. Then they did an-

other foolish misrake by granting permission for the proces-

sion scheduled for 23rd April, V/hen already the area v/as

under grip of severe tension and the leaders of v/arring groups

v/ere adding fuel to fire, it was never advisable, assurance of

leaders with regard to maintaining peace notv/ithstanding.

Even after the ugly incidents of April 23, no positive steps v/ere

taken to pacify the agitated Jab/as. Their arrested leaders

and workers v/ere not released. On the highest fevef, it v/as

certainly unbecoming on the part of Prime Minister, v/ho v/as

on election tour of the very state, to refuse even to visit the

riot torn area. Chief Minister Mr. Ram Naresh Yadav v/as

defiant to the extent that he refused to order a judicial enquiry
into this whole episode till a heavy pressure v/as brought
upon him by the leaders of ruling and opposition parties. It

v/as alleged fay Mir. Kanv/ar La! Gupta, a vocal Janata M. P,
that y/hen Agra v/as burning, senior police officers of the state
v/ere enjoying “Husbands Day” celebrations at Lucknow. All
this was enough to arouse the feelings of the sufferers.
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Almost all of the violent incidents have their roots in politi-

cs. The clumsy politics of these days has done a great damage
to the cause of communal harmony in India. The opportunist

leaders are used to fan communal hatred among the lower and
middle classes. They first incite the people of a particular

community against another community led by equally opportu-

nist leaders. People attack, loot and kill each other, then

those very leaders come to rescue their respective communi-

ties; shed crocodile tears on the killings, cry for justice and

thus become heroes. The poor, innocent common man fails

to identify the real enemy. He searches it in the goondas, the

police and at the most in his neighbourers, totally forgetting

that real culprit is the man who had exhorted him to kill his

own brothern and had now come to console him. This man
is opportunist leader.

Such reports have been confirmed by local people that the

leaders who led caste—Hindus and Jatvas and played major

role in escalating communal violence, belonged to Indira

Congress. The first cause of riot v/as the stone-throwing

incident at Rawatpara on B. R. Ambedkar Jayanti procession.

It is learnt that the house, from the top of which bricks were

hurled, is owned by a Brahmin family. This family is staunch

supporter and follower of Indira Gandhi. The situation was

further aggravated by the processionists failure to keep their

word and not to go via Rawatpara. On 23rd April when the

procession reached Rawatpara square, a Janata Jatav leader

Mr. Daya Kishan Jarari asked the demonstrators to remain

peaceful and not to head towards Rawatpara as per under-

standing reached with the authorities. But other Jatav leaders

including Mr. Sanwal Dass and Mr. Hari Om—both belonging

to Indira Congress—threw stones and chappals towards

Mankameshwar temple and thus incited the mob. The pro-

cessionists, who were eager to take some adventurist step,

heartened fay this action of leaders, went out of control and

stormed Rawatpara despite warning of police and requests of

more responsible leaders. That day’s clash resulted in
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arrest of and injuries to several persons. It is also reported

that at Rav/atpara, v/hen mob advanced, caste—Hindus under

command of the same Brahmin leader clashed with proces^

sionists and injured many Jatavs.

The leaders of Janata Party, v/ho had lost substantial

ground to Indira Congress in last Assembly elections in Agra,

made futile bid to win over the Jatav Community, They v/ere

the men behind peaceful procession of 23rd April and fay

virtue of their influence the procession v/as allov/ed to be

taken out. Unfortunately, they underplayed and their rivals—

Indira Congress leaders— v/rested the initiative to the great

detriment of the both communities. Mrs, Indira Gandhi y/hp

has been visiting ail the flood-hit and riot-hit areas throughout

India, conspicuously refrained to visit Agra-^nearest to Delhi.

Communists, v/ho had no base in this area, contented

themselves with throv/ing entire mud on RSS. For them, if a

single person belonging to faackvrard or minority community is

assaulted the assailent is RSS, They had exonerated Indira

Congress and this speaks of their biased version of this

episode. The reports of independent observers indicate that

major responsibility for aggravating the situation in Agra lies

v/ith Indira Congress, though they have not totally exonerated

the RSS or Janata Party,

PAC the Provincial Armed Constabulary has its ov/n

blemish record. At Agra, they played a role more shameful
than the goondas. There have been hundreds of complaints
and eye-v/itnesses confirm that at certain places PAC jav/ans

indulged in looting, indiscriminate beating and raping. Many
residents of Jagdisbpura colony complain that police jav/ans
broke open their doors, damaged furnitures and untensil and
decamped v/ith all their valuables. Huts of soms poor resi-
dents v/ere smashed. Some other reporters said that in
riot hit areas people were dragged out of their houses and
beater, mercilessely by the police.

'
According to another
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report published by a leftist group—bodies of those killed in

police firing were thrown in the open grounds and if any of

their relatives tried to take away the body, he was also shot

dead by the PAC gangesters. Bharat Singh and Ganesh,

who went to collect the dead bodies of their brothers Ashok and

Ravinandan, became victims of such barbarity. Again Nathi

Lai and Net Ram were killed by police when they tried to put

off the fire that was razing their houses. Even ladies were
dragged out of houses and insulted on the roads. This all

speaks of the gross indiscipline prevailing in lower caders of

our police force which has been befittingly termed by a

prominent thinker as “organised gang of disciplined

goondas.”

It is alleged that one young girl—Meena, who had come

to Prakashnagar to attend a marriage was picked up by police-

men. She was deprived of her ornaments, insulted on the

road and reportedly raped. On 1st May, Rameshwari— a middle

aged school teacher was brutally beaten by the police-men.

The fact that most of the killings took place in comparatively

less disturbed areas, oniy supports the allegation that poor

citizens sleeping in closed doors were forcibly dragged out and

shot dead by the police. These inhuman atrocities on the

part of PAC attracted more and more resistance from public

as a result police personnels had to face barricades, counter

attacks and mob fury at many places where several policemen

were injured. Later on the situation was brought under control

with the help of Army.

Though official death toll stood at ten, the number of

those killed in police firing was suspected to be much higher.

Mr. Budh Priya Maurya, a congress (I) M. P. aileged that at

least 25 persons were killed and several houses of Harijans

were burnt in this episode. Mr. Govindan Nair, a Communist

M.P. went on hunger strike to press for institution of a

judicial inquiry and unconditional release of all Jatavs arrested



Agra : A Case of Caste Conflict 75

in connection v/ith this riot Later in July, Government accep-

ted these demands and appointed a retired High Court Judge

to look into this caste-violence.



Nirankari-Akali Feud

13th April 1978 : Baisakhi Day !

Sant Nirankari Mandal, headed by Baba Gurbachan Singh

decided to celebrate it as 'Human Unity Day’ at Amnts^r.

the morning, a large procession of Nirankaris wo i

through the main bazars of the city and terminated at R

way Colony Stadium at 11.30 a.m. the sammel

arranged. On account of the apprehension °t^b^eac^°^

^

authorities made elaborate arrangements.
neace-

poiice accompanied the procession. When .t

f
fully at 11.30 a.m. and actual proceedings of

. .
. ^ Uef

started, police as well as the organisers heaved a sigh of re l eh

Leavin^a few policemen, authorities

force entrusted with the job of protecting the Nirank

melan from any possible attack.
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Baisakhf is the day which Sikhs, aff over the vrorid, cele-

brate v7ith great enthusiasm. At Amritsar, being a sacred city

sav a pifnrim centre for Sikhs, Baisakhi is alv/ays celebrated

with even greater fanfare. Like previous years, this time

too, Sikhs were enjoying their celebrations at iAanji Sahib

Gurudv/ara, situated at a little distance from the sammetan

ground of Mirankaries. Shabad kirfan v/as going on. But this

serene atmosphere was soon charged v/ith communal frenzy.

V/hen Jathedar Jhvan Singh Umranangal, Revenue f/Iinister of

the State, v/as addressing the gathering, Sant Jarnail Singh

Bhindranv/a’e, a fanatic Sikh leader alongv/ith many of his

folloy/ers intercepted him. They asked the minister to stop

the Nirankari Samagam since Baba Gurbachan Singh's utter-

ances undermined the Sikh religion and therefore, hurt the

community. U,r. Umranangal, himself a fanatic turned liberal,

tried to pacify them by asserting that their procession had
ended peacefully and there v/as no need to take such an

action v/ithout assigning any feasible reason. The hot heads

grumbled and more vocal among them declared that if govern-

ment can do nothing to contain the Nirankaris, they v/ould

theirselves settle the scores, f/iinister’s efforts failed to pacify

them. In a fit of neurosis, about trio hundred followers of

Sant Bhindranv/ale and the members of ‘Akhand Kirtani Jatha'

o» Bhai Randhir Singh left the scene shouting anti-Nirankari

slogans. This group consisted of, among others, Nihangs in

their usual attire and v/itn traditional v/eapons. Reportedly
some of them also carried guns. They plodded their way
tov/ards the ffirankari Sammelan site,

A small police force, v/hich v/as posted to protect the
sammelan, tried to stop the group from advancing further, but
those fanatics outnumbered the police force and broke police
cordon. Arsenious slogans rent the air and Nirankaris, v/ho
v/ere anticipatmg such attack, got immediately alert. Nirankari
volunteers and devotees came out of Pandal and gathered at
stadium cate. So, v/hen Akalis advanced, they v/ere greeted
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with stones. Both parties came face to face and then it was
free for ail. Bullets and bricks flew from one side to the other;

lathis and swords crashed with each other; cries, screams and
slogans rent the sky. Muzzy Police-force initially tried to

intervene but soon realized that teargas shells or lathis cannot

prevent the fanatics. The situation went out of control. It

seemed as if both parties were bent upon annihilating each

other.

A ghastly seene was present. Within minutes eight

persons lay dead near the gates of 'Human Unity Conference'

venue. Nine more succumbed to previous injuries soon after-

wards raising the number of killed to seventeen while the

eighteenth died in SGTB hospital early next day. Hundreds of

others, including some passers-by were badly injured. With

the help of additional police force situation was brought

under control only after 4 p.m.

Out of seventeen killed in clash, as many as thirteen

belonged to the groups of Sant Bhindranwale and Bhai

Randhir Singh. Their names read as follows :

1. Harbans Singh, v. Bhatian (Gurdaspur)

2. Gurcharan Singh, Ludhiana.

3. Arjan Singh Gill, Ludhiana.

4. Piara Singh, v. Bhangli (Amritsar).

5. Gurdial Singh, v. Mode (Amritsar),

6. Amrik Singh, v. Khojera (Amritsar).

7. Fauja Singh, Ajitnagar (Amritsar).

8. Dharambir Singh, Ajitnagar (Amritsar).

9. Hari Singh, Amritsar.

10. Baba Darshan Singh, Mehta (Amritsar).

11. Kewal Singh, Hoshiarpur.

12. Ranbir Singh, Frog (Faridkot).

13. Raghbir Singh, Bhagupura (Patti),

Tempers rose high in Akali camps. All Baisakhi day

illuminations were cancelled. Gloom and tension gripped the
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entire city v/hich came under prohibitory orders, Curiousiy

enough, the Human Unity Conference v/ent on uninterrupted

despite this ghastly drama till fate evening and the apostfe of

peace and fraternity, Baba Gurfaachan Singh seemed v/hoHy

unconcerned v/lth the killings that took, place just at his nose.

On April 14, Akalis gave a cal! for complete strike in the

city to mourn the death ot fourteen Sikhs, kiffed in fast day's

clash. Hundred of Akali youths v/ent round the city to enforce

hartaf. Some of the businessmen cfosed-dov/'n their shops

in symapathy v/hile others follov/ed them out of fear, Infuriat*

ted Sikhs vranted immediate and stern action against

fJirankaris, They demanded total ban on this organisation

and check on the provocative activities of their chief. Akali

led coalit'on government of state, became a target of vehe-

ment criticism for its “i.mpotancy”. Sant Bhindranv/ale's

arsenious outbursts further charged the atmosphere but

obviously no violent incident took place.

Police embarked on its programme. It raided the

flirankari Bhav/an and carried av/ay some fire-arms as v/eK as

other lethal weapons. It registered cases under section 202,

207, 252, 3S2, 142, 149 and 25/54, 59 of I, P. C. and arrested

about 60 ffirankaris, including J/.r, Gobind Singh, brother-in-

fa-,v of Baba Gurbachan Singh, the fJirankarr Chief, Police

officers, v/ho inaptly handled the situation on the previous day,

were immediately transfer.'-ed to appease the agitated Akalis.

Thousands of Sikhs gathered to collect the bodies of firing

victims. Ultimately, when at about 9.15 p.m, the bodies were
handed over to them, these v/ere taken in a huge procession-

I'ext cay, on April 16, dead bodies of fourteen Sikhs v/ere

ta’<en to Gurudv/ara Shaheedan, in a huge procession attend-
ed, among others, fay Chief Winlster f/.r, Prakash Singh Badal
and all leading Sikh personalities of the state. Though
prohibitory orders v/ere in force in the city, this precession
y/as aliov/ed and fh'hangs v/ith their usual v/eapons accom-
panied it After the cremation, s:kh leaders held an obituary
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meeting at Gurudwara Manjt Sahib to discuss their future

course of action against their “enemies"—the Nirankaris.

Though in general, the funeral procession remained peaceful,

a section of it, consisting mainly of teenagers attacked the

police station near Sultanwind with heavy brick-batting.

When all other measures proved ineffective, police opened

fire to disperse the mob. Consequently one boy Surinder

Singh was killed on the spot while many others were arrested.

Entire city remained under a pall of gloom and fear. Shops

remained closed.

There was a demand for Judicial enquiry into the violent

clash of 13th April from all directions and sections including

the Akalis but the demand was not conceded on the plea that

criminal cases had already been filed against the criminals, so

such an enquiry was uncalled for. Akali Dal also withdrew

its demand for enquiry.

Following days witnessed many seens of manhandling of

Nirankaris at the hands of Akalis; Nirankari Bhawans in

different cities of Punjab being blocked by Akalis to prevent

their entry and holding of satsang. They were victimised even

by the government at the inftance of fanatic Akalis. Though

situation visibly improved in Amrifsar and other parts of

Punjab, discontent remained simmering in the hearts of

Akalis who had vowed to avenge the death of thefr fourteen

comerades.

26th September, 1978 J Kanpur I

Nirankaris were holding their Satsang in their Bhawafi

situated in Gobindnagar area, Chief of the sect. Baba
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Gurbachan Singh v/as also present there to deliver a sermon.

Akalis, already enraged by the incident of Eaisakhi Day,

decided to demonstrate outside Uirankari Bhav/an.

Apprehending breach of peace in the light of previous

violent fend faetv/een these two communities, authorities pro-

claimed prohibitory orders in the locality and disallov/ed the

proposed Akali procession. Ho'.vever, Akalis changed their

strategy and in the groups of b.'/o and three, in cars and other

vehicles, reached Gobindnagar -dodging the police. On rea-

ching the congregation site, nearly SOO Akalis stormed the

Bhav/an. Police force v/as bev/ildered. The attackers broke

open the gates v/hile some others scaled the y/alis and they

made their v/ay inside. Before the police could intervene, the

robustious mob of Sikhs, v/ith drav/n sv/ords in hands, pounced

upon the gathering. They played havoc, Tv/o IJirankaris v/ere

beheaded v/ifh sharp-edged v/eapons v/hi!e many others v/ere

grievously injured. Though fJirankaris v/ere not totally un-

Ev/are of such an assault, yet the thunderbolt attack of Akalis

left them muzzy. They also replied v/ith brick-bats and other

resistance but v/ere forced to adopt defender’s postures.

Frenzied Akalis attacked indiscriminately and v/ithin minutes

the Nirankari Bha-.van presented a pathetie scene. There
v/as blood and blood everyv/here. Entire furniture and fittings

v/ere smashed. Chopped off fingers of men lay there as

mute v/ltness to the horrible drama.

Police, in its full strength, v/hen failed orherv/ise, opened
fire on the attackers and shot dov/n five Akalis on the spot
Akalis also gave a tough fight to the police v/hich, hov/ever,

succeeded to take control of the situation. By evening, the
death toll as officially announced, reached thirteen, v/ith

hundreds lying in the hospitals seriously v/ounded by sharp
y/eapons.

I ension gripped Gobindnagar and other Sikh-dominated
areas of Kanpur. Authorities imposed curfev/. Heavy PAC
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force was deployed to maintain peace in the city. Situation

was brought under control and apparently an uneasy calm
prevailed. Later, no violent incident was reported. By next

day, one of the injured succumbed to his injuries, mounting
total death toll to fourteen.

News of this clash and death of Akalis spread like wild

fire. Sikh leaders of Kanpur and all over India maintained

that the Akalis went to Gobindnagar to lodge peaceful protest

with the Nirankari Chief and that the clash was provocated by

Nirankaris; police acted in a partisan way and shot dead

the innocent sikhs.

Akali leaders of Punjab reacted very sharply to this inci-

dent. Punjab government immediately banned the entry of

Baba Gurbachan Singh in the state for a period of six months.

In an emergency meeting, prominent Akali leaders of Punjab

demanded complete ban on the activities of this sect and

proscription of two religious books of Nirankaris-'Yug Purush'

and 'Avtar Bani’. They also demanded a judicial enquiry into

police firing. They termed the Nirankaris as "a group of

bandits” and requested the central government to ban this

‘‘nefarious and violent organisation.” They bitterly criticised

the Uttar Pradesh Government, which “has connived with

Nirankaris and killed innocent Sikhs.”

Wholesale victimisation of Nirankaris again started in

Punjab. Their Bhawans were forcibly seized by Akalis and

they were not allowed to hold their satsang at many places.^

Akalis gave a call to observe October 7 as “mourning day

in memory of the victims of Kanpur clash. There was a

spate of protests in different parts of Punjab on this day At

Sarhind, there was a clash between the Akalis and volunteers

of Hindu Suraksha Samiti. Both sides indulged in heavy

brick-batting, as a result about a dozen persons were

injured. Police arrested twenty persons. At Ludhiana,
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author'tfes proclaimed prohibitory orders in viev/ of the pre-

valent tension. But a group of Akalis v/ent round the market

and gave a call for closure of market. Somehow or other

they got the Chaura Bazar closed. Then they went on tov/ards

Gur Mandi where some of the Shopkeepers refused to oblige

them. A scufTie broke out. Hundreds of persons shouting

anti-Akali slogans gathered there. Fearing mob fury, the

gang of Akalis fled av/ay. Gathered mob marched tov/ards

clock tov/er, where some Akalis v/ere sitting in Dharna, in

voilation of prohibitory orders. This furious anti-Akali mob

reached near clock tov/er. In a bid to avert any ugly incident

police intercepted the demonstraters and foiled their bid to

advance further. Both sides shouted slogans and hurled

stones towards each other. Police resorted to lathi charge

and brought the situation under control. People had a great

resentment against the rov/dyism of Akalis'.

There v/ere many such incidents at Patiala, Julluridur and_

some other places. Some fanatic, or say, irresponsible Sikh

leaders including Sant Bhindranv/ale spreaded the venom of

communal hatred and openely accused the Hindus for sup-

porting the Nirankaris, though admittedly, Sikhs constitute a

major part of Nirankari follov/ers.

Akalis were not satisfied even after banning Baba’s entry

into the state of Punjeb. They eventually v/anted to obliterate

him. They made it a practice to lodge a spate of protests

whenever and whereever the Nirankari chief planned to attend

a samagam. They succeeded in their designs to some
extent and at many places outside Punjab, got the Nirankari
Satsang cancelled They' tried their trick at Delhi also v/here

Annual Nirankari Conference v/as scheduled for NoverhberiSW,
but Delhi administration firmly refused to oblige.^jh'^vAkalis,
They lodged protests with the Central Govern^m;ent'on the plea
that Sikhs v/ere too much agitated to ayeifge the death of their
comerades in Baisakhi Day clash'’-'^and permitting Nirankari
Sammelan on such an occassioh'and that too in the heart of
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capital would rouse the passions of Sikhs. Delhi administra-

tion permitted the Nirankari’s annual conference to be held at

India Gate lawns. This indifferent attitude of the authorities

irked the irate Akali leaders, who, failing in their protests,

adopted threatening attitude. Thereupon administration

made special arrangements to keep the situation under control

in the city on the eve of Nirankari Samagam.

5th November 1978 : New Delhi

The fateful day approached. Amidst prevailing tension,

Nirankari Samagam began at Boat Club. Akalis had already

planned their strategy to settle the Scores at their own with

the Nirankaris as well as the police. Authorities were also

very well aware of the tension that gripped the capital. To

thwart any bid of Akalis to storm India Gate area, all roads

leading to Nirankari Samagam venue were heavily guarded by

Delhi Armed Police with the assistance of Central Reserve

Police, But it is authoritatively learnt that police officers were

strictly ordered to use minimum force against the Sikhs but

make sure that no group of Sikhs could break police cordon

and advance towards Boat Club.

At 11.30 a.m. a myriad of Akalis led by Mr. Jaswant Singh

Sethi, left Gurudwara Bangia Sahib and advanced towards

Windsor Place, they carried lathis and bare swords in their

hands. They were determined to break the police cordon at

Windsor Place but were forcefully stopped fay the police. Some

of them courted arrested. Group after group of Akalis came

out from different parts of the city and fought pitched battles
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v/iUi the police. At Bangle Sahib Gurudv/ara, entire vehicular

trafric v/as held up by the violent Aka’is v/ho damaged a

number of DTC cv/ned buses. Even common passers-by v;ere

not spared by the stone— thrcv/ing mob. they attacked the

police v/ith the sv/ords and lathis in a fierce bid to break the

police cordon. In this turbulence one Constable Darshan

Singh v/as attacked by the Akalis w/hiie he v/as reversing hiS

jeeo from Bangla Sahib Gurudv/ara. He v/as fatally beaten by

the irate Sikhs, Police lobbed many teargas shells and took to

lathi charge but seeing no effect on the rioters, it fired ten

rounds and dispersed the Sikhs.

Another trouble spot v/as V/indsor Place v/here hea'/y

police contingent v/as deployed to check the advancing Sikhs

and to assure that none of them cross over to India Gate area.

Police did its best to periorm its duty but a strong group of

determined Sikhs, v/aving sv/ords and brandishing lathis broke

police cordon and headed fov/ards Ashoka Road. It v/as a

critical situation which demanded stern action to be taken

immediately other/zise a hofocoust v/as imminent To avert

such an ugly situation, police made a desperate attempt and
fobbed hundreds of teargas shells. Then a fierce lathi charge

v/as resorted to. There v/ere many such violent incidents at

other areas like Cannaught Place, Jan Path, Kharag Singh

Warg, VIjay Chowk. Church Gate, Rajya Safaha f/larg and North

Avenue, in all these cases, violent crowds of agitated Sikhs

v/ounded their 'nay towards India Gate. V/hen ail other efforts

proved fruitless, police opened fire at four places. Reportedly

t.vo youngmen Gobind Singh and f.'lohinder Singh v/ere killed

in police firing. One unidentified hoy of 18 years v/as also
killed, hfr, Avtar Singh Kohfi, President Delhi Pradesh Akali
Dal died of teargas suffocation after courting arrest at V/indsor
Place. Area of many kilometers v/as covered v/ith thick teargas
smoke. Only then it became possible to contain the
rioters.

As per official reports, police lobbed as many as 329
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teargas shells and fired 29 rounds to quell the mob. In all, four
persons died while more than 200, including 50 policemen

were injured. 312 persons v/ere arrested. Agitators burnt

20 vehicles, the maximum damage was that of DTC. But
public figures stood far higher in all these cases. To bring

the situation further under control, authorities clamped down
curfew on the most affected areas. By evening calm prevailed

but only on the surface. Death of an Akali leader due to

teargas suffocation further added to the fury of the Sikhs.

On 6th November, violence spread towards South-West
and North Delhi areas where police arrested about one hund-

red persons from different localities. In Tilak Nagar, police

fired ten rounds of teargas shells and two rounds of revolver

in air to disperse the rampant mob.

A crowed ot Akalis gathered at Gurudwara Nanak Piao in

Rana Pratap Bagh to collect the body of Mr. Avtar

Singh Kohli, which was handed over to his family members

at mid-day. Akalis had planned to carry the bodies of three

persons, killed in firing to Nigambodh ghat in a large proces'

sion. Police and the funeral attendants reached an agree-

ment that the cortege would steer clear of the heart of North

Delhi in the interest of maintaining order. The procession

reached upto Kingsway camp crossing, where enough police

arrangements were made. The major part of funeral proces-

sion, comprising of sensible and elderly persons continued

towards Mall Road, the specific route, but some hot headed

youngmen brandishing swords, sticks and iron bars tried to

disrupts the police bandobust, but police controlled the situa-

tion. Soon, thereafter, a DTC bus coming down the Irvdn

Road running past Miranda House College hostle was attack-

ed by this unruly section of the procession. They stopped

it, and got it forcibly vacated of passengers. Then its glass

screens were broken, tyres slashed and the wreckage set on

fire. Again they rushed past Mall Road shouting frenzied

slogans and disrupting the traffic. They reached upto
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capital but fanatics in Punjab roused passions of Sikhs and
vioience shifted from Deihi to many cities of Punjab On a
call of Akali Dai, violent demonstrations took place in all

major cities of this state on November 7.

At Amriisar, students of Khalsa College blocked G.T.

Road and indulged in stone throwing on vehicles. To break

the traffic jam, police reached the spot. The adament students

listened to no argument rather, reportedly started throwing

stones on police party. At this stage police first fired teargas

shells and then made a lathi charge to disperse the students.

Nearly 15 students were injured while on the other side, 12

constables were hit by stones and were injured. At

Ludhiana, irate mob of students tried to storm the Nirankari

Bhawan. This area was already under prohibitory orders.

To foil this bid of students, police resorted to cane-charge and

dispersed the crowd which made half-hearted attempt to

Throw stones and other flying missiles.

At Patiala, Akalis gave a call for complete strike in the

market. This call evoked a poor response and only the shops

owned by Sikhs were closed. They took out a procession

attended by hundreds of persons, carrying lathis, swords,

spears and other traditional weapons. They shouted frenzied

slogans. One of the banners carried by them read : “Pesh.-b

Peene wela Desai, Ab Singhon Ka Khoon Peene Laga Hai".

This procession passing through main roads terminated at

Deputy Commissioner’s office. Police officials felt relieved but

hardly had they heaved a sigh when a section of proces-

sionists advanced towards Lahori Gate area and started pelt-

ting stones on the shops which were not closed. Their main

target were the shops owned by Nirankaris. At a stage when

they were stoning a shop of a Nirankari, police tried to inter-

vene but it proved counter-effective. The Akalis turned their

eyes towards police and a pitched battle ensued. The enrag-

ed Akails went on rampage holding lathis and bared Kirpans
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in their hands. They damaged private property v/orth lakhs of

rupees and Injured about a dozen policemen. As a result of

police lathi charge about a hundred Akalis also received

injuries. Entire city came under section 144 for a v/eek.

Such incidents took place in many other cities also.

Genesis of Conflict

Histop,' of the Sikhs, their valour and sacrifices is some-

thing very well knov/n and well acclaimed. Sikh religion v/as

started as a reformist movement against the dogmas of Hindu

religion. The first Sikh Guru was Guru Nanak v/ho preached

for the one unperishable formless God. This religion con-

sisted mainly of the Hindu converts v/ho were fed up v/ith

traditional rites and meaningless rituals. Succeeding Sikh

Gurus followed the line but they became victims of religious

intolerance of Wughals, They made many sacrifices for the

cause of Dbarma. Last Sikh Guru—Guru Gobind Singh was
forced by the circumstances to organise a strong force of

Sikhs to fight the frenzied Wughais. He gave his soldiers the

designation of “Singh” (Lion), fo boast their morale. Later this

designation became a synonym of Sikh and denoted a sepa-

rate community', through early Sikh Gurus never identified

themselves to be something else than Hindus.

Guru Gobind Singh— the tenth Guru in succession,

himse’f announced that after him, the tradition of Gurus would
end and instead of a person— Granth Sahib, an anthology of

the teachings of all ten Gurus and other great saints v/ould

be their Guru, once for ever. After the demise of G,uj;U;Gdbmd
Singh, ft v/as Guru Granth Sahib that the'Sikhs 'accorded their
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utmost reverence, and never tolerate, rather listen about, any
Guru in their sect. Banda Bahadur, an ardent follower of

Guru Gobind Singh and a great warrior, led the Sikhs against
the Mughals and Britishers but he was caught by Britishers
and killed. Some Sikhs were of the opinion that Banda Baha-
dur tried to install himself as Eleventh Guru against the last

order of Guru Gobind Singh and therefore met a tragic end.

However, it speaks of the strict discipline and respect for the

words of Guru, the Sikhs maintain.

Sikh shrines (Gurudwaras) remained under control of

traditional priests like Hindu temples and as the time passed

on, these Mahants amassed wealth by misusing their ecclasi-

astical position. In the early years of twentieth century, young

Sikhs started a movement against the hegemony of Mahants.

They wanted the shrines to be managed by a body of demo-

cratically elected representatives. Later they succeeded in

their efforts and came to be known as Akalis.

A staunch Sikh, Baba Dayal (Bhai Dayal Dass, whom later

Sikh historians have referred to as Baba Dayal Singh) laun-

ched "Nirankari Mission". This mission was again a puritani-

cal movement— this time against the dogmas, rituals and

traditions that had engulfed the Sikhism. Baba Dayal was

contemporary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. In the words of Mr.

Ajit Singh Sarhadi—‘‘The Nirankari movement was the first

reformist movement, purely religious in character, started

against the induction of Hindu religious practices in the Sikh

system of worship. It emphasized the recitation of Nirankar

(the formless God) and faith in the oneness of God, and elimi-

nation of the worship of several dieties. This movement

owned its inception to Baba Dayal, the religious head who

propagated the revival of simplicity, austerity and purity in

rituals and ceremonies as laid down and directed by the

Gurus. This movement spread throughout the length and

breadth of Punjab, It started from Peshawar but later shifted

to Rawalpindi, then an important town in Pethohar area. The
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centre cf sctivlty of this mc/enient vrse Gurudwsrs PesniiVcir-

far,, which had been granted as a Jageer by f/taharaja Ranjft

Singh, who on bis return from the conquest of Jamarud, had

met Saba Daya! in 1833. This movement kept the spirit of

Sikhism aiive cespile the irrifuence of Brahmanism and priest-

hood that 'was trying to absorb it-” (Punjabi Sufaa -The story

of the struggie).

Baba Daya! died on SOth Januao' 1835 and v/as succeeded

fay Baba Darbara Singh, v/ho realised that Sikhism could only

be preser/ed in at! its puritj' “only by a complete break from

Brahmanica! influence, Ke v/anted a complete break vrifh

prevalent superstitions and meaningless rituals, Ke organised

the first Anand Kara] (fiVarxiage) in history, by uniting in v/sd-

!ock a young couple by circumamfaulatlng the Guru Granth

Sahib four times" (Popular Religion in Punjab Today ifitan

Singh iJirankari). T/Ji this tffns ttirankaris v/ere not different

from Sikhs and they lived in complete harmony.

In tS30 Baba Bcota Singh broke av/ay from the mission

and with a fev/ others founded "Sant ffirankarf mission". In

his bosk fUranksrt Bzba. Salwant Gergi says, "Eoota Singh,,.

v/as against all taboos, castes, creeds and divisions of

humanity based on externa! habits and appearances. Kis soul

revolted against a religion v/htch dictates v/hat to eat, drink

and wear. Ke used to drink almost everyday To de-

monstrate his spiritual convictions he v/ould sometimes drink

openely and go about preaching his mission". Bis uncrthc-

cox ideas and v/eys incited the Sikhs against him and he faced
virtual extermination from Sikh Gurudv/aras. He was called

Sfe/Saft/b by his follcv/ers, Eccta Singh died in 1943 and
befcre departure he chose A.vtar Singh to succeed him,

Tncugh the original Jlirankart sect founded by Baba Daya!
re-mainsd in S=kh faith in pract'ce and preaching, Sant tfiran-
kar; Wissicn made further advance by accepting Avtar Singh

• rrcm Inen onwards Sikhs started haUno them.
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They objected to his intention of equating himself with the

great Sikh Gurus and that too, in the presence of Gurubani.

They also could not tolerate if anybody set parallel to the holy

anthology. As a practice, Granth Sahib was kept on head of

congregation on a raised plateform but Baba Avtar Singh
used to sit parallel to it on the same height. They lodged
many protests against this practice, but when they found that

protests can not deter the adamant Nirankari Chief, Sikhs gave

vent to their anger in 1951 at Amritsar. They attacked the

Nirankari Samagam attended by about two hundred followers,

and left many of them injured. Taking a lession from this

violent incident, Nirankaris discontinued the practice of keep-

ing Gurbani in their Sangats.

However it was not enough to assuage the Sikhs, whose

main complaint was that Nirankari Baba preaches against

the basic tenets of Sikh religion. Followers of both these

sects have since clashed at many places in and outside

Punjab. On September 15th, 1973 at Chowk Mehta in Amritsar,

Sikhs attacked Nirankaris, but no serious injury or casuality

was reported. Again there was a serious clash between, the

Akalis and Nirankaris. Police lathicharged to disperse the

mob. 85 persons were injured in that operation. On Septem-

ber 17, 1977 a violent crowd of Akalis stoned Nirankari con-

gregation at Pathankot and damaged their vehicles. Many

Nirankaris sustained injuries in brick-batting Two days

after that, on September 19th, Sikhs attacked the Nirankaris and

created an atmosphere of tension and bitterness. Then the

latest three major violent clashes at Amritsar, Kanpur and

Delhi —together accounting for a death toll of 40 human lives

had been discussed on the previous pages.

The present Chief of Sant Nirankari Mission, Baba

Gurbachan Singh was appointed Chief of the mission by his

father Avtar Singh himself in 1969. He is still there being

respected as satguru and incarnation of God He has become a

miracle maker. He has really worked miracles. The Nirankari
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know many intellectuals who were allergic even to the word
Nirankari (a reference to Baba Gurbachan Singh and his

followers) have now got a word or two of sympathy for the
Nirankaris. This speaks of the fact that extremist Sikh leaders
have not been able to publicly justify their tirade against the

Nirankaris.

Sikh leaders charge that Nirankari Baba had hurt the feel-

ings of Sikhs by styling himself as "Satguru", since Sikhs

tolerate no other guru except Guru Granth Sahib. Again they

complain that Nirankaris are preaching against the basic

tenets of Sikhism and distorting Sikh scriptures ; that two

religious books of Nirankaris—Yug Purush and Avtar Bani

contain derogatory references to Sikh Gurus
; that Nirankaris

are mocking at the Sikhism by copying its infrastructure ; and

all the more that Nirankaris are bent upon to destroy the

Dharma and social morality.

To all these charges and many others, the Nirankaris have

publically given clarifications. They say that their mission

stands for human unity or universal brotherhood and therefore

the question of preaching against any religion— not to say of

Sikhism, does nrt arise. They respect and refer to the reli-

gious books of all religions of the world. As regards the title

of Satg^/ru for their head, Nirankaris do not find any justifi-

cation in this complaint since there are hundreds of Gurus,

Satgurus and even Jagatgurus in India, heading different

missions. So they are free to address their chief with any

such designation because they are not Sikhs and have never

claimed like such They assert that the two religious books

contain no derogatory remark against Sikh Gurus or Sikh

religion and no Sikh has, prior to these incidents, complained

in this regard though the books are in the market for last

fifteen years. To the last objection, they argue that, although

the Nirankaris observe no rituals and rites and entertain no

objection with regard to eating, drinking, wearing and other

j)hysical comforts ;
yet they do not stand for social anarchy.
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They have full regard for human as well as social values,

but not for the obsolete dogmas and meaningless rituals.

Liberals Versus Extremists

At present Sikh leaders are devided in tv/o camps—

extremists and liberals. Former are led by Sant Jarnail Singh

Bhindranv/ale, Baba Santa Singh and some dissidents in

Akali Dal while the latter are under able leadership of Sardar

Prakash Singh Badal. Those in first category have major

hold on the Sikh Gurudv/aras and on the basis of their fanati-

cal and aggressive approach are trying to emerge as only

champions of the Sikh community. Their ultimate goal is to

have control over the government of the state. So, they are

at present trying their best te harass the State government

headed by f/ir. Badal. These extremists are leaving no stones

unturned to fill in the minds of the Sikhs that these liberal

Sikh leaders, who had allied v/ith Janata Party and are in

connivance v/ith the NIrankaris, can not keep up the prestige of

the Panth. Like the slogan of “Imaan Khatre Main Hai" for

Muslims, the Sikhs can be incited by such a slogan in the

name of Panth. And the dissidents had started a crusade to

cash on this weakness of the Sikhs. This is why the question

of derogatory references to Sikh gurus has come to light nov/

v/hen the Akali government is solidy settled in the saddle.
The book under attack—Avtar Ban! was First published in 1965
and by nov/ as per authoritative sources nearly 25,000 copies
in many editions have been sold out. What was the reasons
that forced these champions of Sikhism to keep mum over the
last fifteen years ? Again what prompted the top Akali



Nirankari-Akali FeudS6

leaders to give a clean- chit to Baba Gurbachan Singh after
he gave detailed clarifications with regard to his style of
functioning ? A leaflet published by Nirankari Mission
throws light on these and many other questions.

It is obvious that the extremist Akali wanted to harass the

present ruling group headed by Mr. Prakash Singh Badal and
therefore raised this sensitive issue in such a fiery fashion.

Then they went on to condemn the Punjab Government
unequivocally. They raised hue and cry over two Narankari

books and demanded their immediate proscription. This

could have served them in both ways. If the demand was
rejected, they-would have enough logic to accuse the liberal

group of failing to protect the rights of Sikhs; and incase

the demand was accepted, the Janata Party—a edition partner

of Akall Dal in the state was sur^ to severe its ties with Mr.

Prakash Singh Badal rendering him weak and exposing him to

the mercy of the extremist Jathedars who are always ready to

dislodge him.

Though Akali Dal had always been hostil.e to Congress in

total, yet some Akali leaders of Punjab and many others from

outside have a soft corner for Congress as well as for Indira

Gandhi. During emergency, when most of the Akali leaders

were detained under maintenance of Internal Security Act

there were some Akalis including Jathedar Santokh Singh of

Delhi who openely supported the most hated emergency re-

gime of Indira Gandhi and enjoyed her blessings. To the

great chagrin of such elements, Akali Dal bent towards

Janata Party in 1977- elections. Repoetedly Mr. Prakash Singh

Badal developed good relations with some Janata Party

leaders during detention period and later on sought blessings

of the Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan. In General Elections of

1977, Akali Dal collaborated with Janata Party and CPM and

this alliance accounted for all the Parliamentary seats in

j

Punjab. They kept their ties in the following Assembly

elections and came out with flying colours. Despite strong,
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objection from some quarters, the idea of an Akali-Janata

coalition v/as mooted. Then the question arose who should be

the leader of Akali Legislature Party to take over as Chief

f/inisfer. f^tany names were considered including that of Mr.

Gurcharan Sihgh Tohra but all over rejected. The viev/s of

Janata Legislators v/as also to be considered. So it v/as

found expedient to recall Mr, Prakash Singh Badal from

Central Cabinet, v/ho v/as occupying the berth of Agriculture

Minister after 1977 elections. Janata Legislature Parly also

gave green signal and finally the coalition government

headed by Mr. Prakash Singh Badal took charge of the state

administration.

Those opposed to this moderate leader, afiorced by the

circumstances accepted the rachities but they never liked the

Akali-Janata catenafon. Though Mr, Badal tried to v/in over

the dissidents by inducting a few in his cabinet, the tension

never eased. Later, he had to drop one such minister, but,

he somehov/ succeeded to subdue at least one effective extre-

mist leader. So, disgruntled elements v/ithin Akali Dal and

others heading independent Jatbas (groups) left in obsecurity

v/atched for an occasion to trouble the Chief Minister and
strain his relations v/ith Janata Party. To serve this end even

some top dissident Aka’i leaders are reported to have met
Mrs. Indira Gandhi to settle terms for a coalition v/ith her party

in case Mr. Bada! is toppled.

These v/ere the elements that forced the Chief Minister to

ban entry of Baba Gurbachan Singh in Punjab in the month
of June after Kanpur clash. They got a Hukamnama issued
from the Akal Takhat for social boycott of Nirankaries. They
openly accused Janata Party for siding v/ith the Nirankaris and
used inflammatory language against Janata leaders. Ata'I India
Akali Conference in October last year, when Janata Party
President Mr, Chander Shekhar, a special invitee was speak-
ing, unruly follov/ers of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranv/ale
snatched the microphone from him and gave it to the fanatic
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Sant who even went to the extent of accusing the Akali leaders
(moderates) of alliance with Nirankaries, However the tables
were later turned on Sant Bhindranwale by Jathedar Jagdev
Singh Talwandi, the president of Akali Dal. Again in the

meeting of Akali Dal Working Committee, the extremist major-
ity directed its two representatives in Union Cabinet to v/ith-

draw from the government in a protest against "massacre"
of Sikhs in Delhi.

But such unruly behaviour, threatening postures and abu-

sive language of the extremists failed to cut any ice. The

relations between the two coalition partners have remained

normal and Mr. Badal still has firm grip on the situation after

winning over some of the dissidents.

It is established beyond doubt that tension prevailed in

holy city of Amritsar much before Baisakhi Day and itv;ould

be sarcastic even to think that authorities were not aware of

the situation. As per reports, Akali extremists had already

planned their strategy with open and vocal support of dissident

leaders like Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. The Nirankaris

were also apprehensive, so they had already made enough

arrangements to meet any challenge. Presence of a large

quantity of arms and ammunition in a tent adjecent to recep-

tion counter of Nirankari Samagam pandal alongwith a force

of trained volunteers bore v/itness to it. The intelligence

reports must have apprised the authorities of this mounting

tension and a possible holocaust. In such circumstances,

the first v/ay out for the government was to disallow the Manav

Ekta Sammelan on Baisakhi day in Amritsar. True, that v/ould

have smacked of religious intolerance on the part of Akali-

led state administration. The second alternate before them

was that the venue of Nirankari Samagam should have been

changed from that site which is so near to Gurudv/ara Manji

Sahib, a traditional centre of Baisakhi celebrations for the

Sikhs. Then there was a third alternate, purely technical.

Heavy police arrangements were suppossed to be made, so as



fJfr£n!<srf-Aks'f Feud 99

to mefnfein lav/ and order. Authorities tried only this way out

and that too, hah'-heartedly. After the procession, a small

contingent of poiice was feft at sammefan site, so poorly

equipped that it could not resist the onslaught of 200 persons.

After that violent incidents of A.mritsar, tne venom ot

hatred and bitterness v/as allov/ed to spread. Unruly Akalfs

became unlav/fuf masters of the state and forcibly locked and

blocked fJirankari Bhavans in the state forbidding them toenter

their ov/n shrines, flo action v/as taken by state authorities

against these aggressions and open threats of Akalis, Then

the unfortunate incident of Kanpur took, place. Here the lapse

could only be ascribed to insutficient police arrangements. If

there v/ou!d have been strong police force, hov/ a group of

iess than three hundred Sikhs could have gatecrashed in to

iJirankeri Bhav/an ? As a reaction to this incident, Punjab

Government banned the entry of Jlirankari Chief in the state

for six months. The Sikhs all over India came to the conclu-

sion that their triade against Nirankaris v/as quite justified and

they persued it more vigorously, to the great detriment of

peace and rapport that might have found place by nov/.

Thereafter the scene of violent incidents shifted to Delhi

v/here annual Kirankari Samagam was to take place. Sikhs

lodged protests and requested the administration to disallov/

the fiirankari meet since it v/ould arouse passions of the

Sikhs, In the light of clashes that took place at tv/o

pieces only a fev/ months back, faetv/een these t//o communi-
tes and the tension v/hich started building in the capital many
days before the scheduled ffirankari Samagam, authorities

were suppossed to adopt a rational attitude to save the ugly
situation. In the words of Wr. Kuldip Hayar—“ It

would have been better if the authorities in Delhi had not
gi/en permission to the flirankaris to hold their convention
£it a central place like India Gate, Sentiments have been
runninghigh since incidents at Amritsar and Kanpur. It is
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not question of denying any sect to propagate its views. It

is a question of avoiding a situation where a community feels

that its religion is being pilloried in public." (Indian Express,

8th November 1978).

Of course, administration would have been criticised like

Bombay authorities, yet a violent situation could have been

avoided. The Nirankari convention could be held at Nirankari

colony also.



Marathwada : Caste-War Over a Name

On Friday, the 27th July 1978, both houses of Maharashtra

Legislative Assembly unanimously passed a resolution to

rename ‘he Marathv/ada University after Dr. B, R. Ambsdkar.

It was done in pursuance of a resolution passed by the Execu-

tive Council of Maralhv/ada University during the last year

which sought its name to be restyled as Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

University. At that time this resolution of the governing body

of the University met no major resistance from any quarter.

But when the Legislative Assembly took up thus issue at

Bombay—the capital of the state, entire Marathwada region

went into flames.

At Aurangabad, where the University' is situated, Students'
Action Committee immediately came out to condemn the deci-

sion and its members fanned out in markets and lanes of the

city to give a call for a complete strike for the next day. And
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from the next day, all five districts of Marathwada witnessed
ugly scenes of stone-throwing, violence, arson, lathi-charge

and gun-firing. Public properly like state transport buses,

post offices, railway tracks and railway stations became major
target of attack. To the worse, this violence took a turn and
culminated into a bloody caste war between Harijans or the

militant Dalit Panthers and the Suvarnas or the caste-Hindus.

Nanded, Aurangabad and Parbhani were the worst affected

districts during this turbulence.

On 28th July, police opened fire to quell a rioting mob at

Loha in Nanded District which resulted in serious injuries to

many. Later, an enquiry was ordered into this police firing.

On 29th at Mukhand (Nanded) rioting crowds indulged in

heavy brick batting. They also set a petrol tank ablaze. As

a result one teen-aged boy was badly burnt and many others

sustained injuries. To check the deteriorating law and order

situation in the city, police proclaimed prohibitory orders and

resorted to teargas shelling and lathi charge. In the entire

region, police arrested about one hundred persons. More than

two dozen, persons including some policemen were injured in

clashes or stone-throwing.

The volume of violence rose high with each passing day.

On 1st August, police opened fire at three places-Ahmed-

nagar, Mukhand and Gadhejalam. Furious Suvaranas attacked

the Harijans at Ahmednagar (Osmanabad Distt). They allege-

dly injured many and killed one of the Harijans. To subdue the

onslaught police opened fire and scared away the rabids.

Reportedly five persons were injured. At Gadhejalam

(Aurangabad Distt.) violent mob attacked CRP pickets and

damaged their vehicles. This forced the police to open fire

and bring the situation under control. At Aurangabad youth

organisations gave a call for strike, which brought entire road

traffic to a stand-still. All vehicles went off the road and

-shops remained closed. At Ahmednagar violent students
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v/rought destruction on tne private end puolic prcperi./ cX\<A.

They att2c'<od Telephone Exchange, i ehsil ortics and Po.tce

Station. They indulged in heavy bncJ'.-batting on tne house

of a local mentfaer of the Legislative Assersbiy. Some public

vehicles Viere despatched to fiames. Other parts of the

reoron also v/ltnessed violent incidents of varying degrees.

2nd August vicS the day of attacks on railv/ay property.

At Udgir (Osmanabad DistL) unruly mob attacked railv/ay

Staton and tried to set hre to the bogies of a goods train

carrying coal to Secunderabad. Police inter/ened v/ell in time

and foiled their designs. At Deorai the gangesters set the

railv/ay station ablaze. Tney also tried to blov/ up the high-

v/ay bridge near Deorai station but this attempt could not

succeed and police took centre! of the situation, Kodt station

near Jalnav/as attacked and ransacked by the violent agita-

tors. There v/as complete strike in Aurangabad, Jalna,

Ambad, Yi/aypur and some other tov/ns on a cell given by the

Students’ Action Committee.

The spate of riots centinued on third August also. At
Pcoma IPzrb'mn: Distt) caste-Hsndu militants attacked

Hgrii'ens bustee and kJlied one person. They ransacked
many nuts and burnt others, i o disperse these unruly elg"

rn-=niS, polsce opened fire v/ith the result tv/o persons v/ere
knleo and many others viere injured as per offtcial reports.
At ti'ended, the situation seemed to have gone out of control
vihen tee robustious mob v/ent on rampage setting fire to
police jeeps and other vehicles. One post office v/as also
burnt v/hlle the collectorate office v/as heavily stoned. To
cont-ol the faslfy deteriorating situation, authorities clamped
dov/r.currev/ontheent'recity for seven hours. At Jafgot,

.
^o-.i^neoad Distt) police opened fire v/hen the unruly mob

^ Sufa-fnspeeforof

In cS;;
^ POlfe 8t Ehcom

.. =8=,, ..e r,8.5rs m=b. AM insnto!isr,s remained
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closed In Aurangabad. At Bombay, a group of about 50

enraged Dalit Panthers gheraoed the Chief Minister for t\wo

hours in the conference hall adjecent to his chamber in the

Secretariat. They demanded Army protection for the people

belonging to scheduled castes against the onslaught of the

caste-Hindus. They also wanted immediate arrest of a

Sadhu fasting at Ahmednagar demanding that Harij'ans should

be prevented from entering into the Hindu temples.

On August 4, At Nagpur, Dalit Panthers started their re-

talitory attacks on the caste Hindus. Rampaging mob of

these militant neo-Budhists came out in the main areas and

indulged in the acts of rowdyism. They pelted stones on the

shops, damaging some of them extensively
;
set fire to a

petrol pump
;
and attacked state owned vehicles. Indora

locality witnessed fiercest clashes between these two oppon-

ent warring groups. After frying its soft weapons, police took

to bullets and shot down one rioter on the spot while eleven

others sustained serious injuries. At Sugaon (Nanded

Distt.) a well prepared group of Suvaranas attacked Harijan

colony. They burnt down not less than 50 dwellings rendering

hundreds shelterless. Many Harijans were mercilessly

beaten. Police opened fire resulting in death of one person

and injuries to many others. At Bombay, Daiit Panthers

clashed with students belonging to Students’ Action Commit-

tee. There was a complete strike in Basmath (Parbhani

Distt.) where violent anti-Harijan mob attacked Harijan

Bustee and set many huts on fire. The miscreants also indul-

ged in looting and stabbing. Harijan's houses were also

burnt at Sonkhed (Nanded Distt.) by the violent Suvaranas

who damaged government property and took to arson. Police

opened fire to disperse these rioters. No one was reported to

be killed. At Osmanapur (Parbhani Distt.) unruly agitators

ripped the rail lines. Property worth rupees six lakhs belong-

ing to Jayakwadi Irrigation Construction division was burnt to

ashes.
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The Chief Minister, in a bid find to some v/ay out to

end this notorious caste-v/ar, called a meeting of all parties

but it seemed that vested political interests did not like to ease

the tension. The meeting ended in a pandemonium.

Indora colony of Nagpur v/itnessed another round of

furious vio'ence on 5th August Dalit Panthers—the followers

of Dr. Bhimji Rao Ambedkar, clashed with non-Harijan agita-

tors. To register their protest against the atrocities being

committed against the Harijans, they attacked police station

of this area and pelted stones on it They fought a pitched

battle with the police and gave it such a tough time that police

had to brandish guns and start firing. Four agitators fell dead

on the spot Violent Dalits set fire to a post office and also

damaged some private property. The death toll, during this

day at Nagpur, mounted to five v/hen one Sub-Inspector,

who v/as badly injured in last day’s clash, succumbed to his

injuries in the hospital.

Republican Party of India (Gav/ai group—an ally of Indira

Congress) gave a call for strike in protest against yesterday’s

firing in Indora colony. Though authorities promulgated

prohibitory orders, groups of armed Dalit Panthers roamed
about in the city to enforce strike. Entire city remained in

grip of tension. Authorities terminated all bus services in

view of the extensive damage caused to vehicles by the violent

mob.

By 7th August, the epidemic of violence spread towards
Western Maharashtra. At Nasik Road, some miscreants put
a garland of shoes around the statue of Shivaji. It served as
a spark to ignite the tinder. Passions of the caste Hindus
were roused above heights. Riots brokeout in the twin cities

of Deolali and Nasik Road, There were incidents of arson-
and violence. Some houses v/ere set on fire and shops v/ere
stoned. Government owned vehicles v/ere damaged. To
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contain the rampaging mob, police first burst teargas shells

and then opened fire. There was no casuality. After 2,30

P.M. curfew was clamped down on the two cities in order to

ease the situation. Some rowdeys indulged in hoolinganism

at Bombay where a bus belonging to B.E.S.T. was set on fire

at Eastern Express highway.

There were fresh incidents of violence in this area on 8th

August. In a village near Nasik Road, some miscreants

attacked a Harijan Bustee furiously. They killed one person

and injured 13 others including a woman. At least six huts

of Harijans were completely destroyed. Both the cities re-

mained under curfew for the second day also. The joint front

ofRPIand Dalit Panthers earlier gave a call for "Wardha
Bandh" and took out a huge procession. On their way to col-

iectorate, these processionists induged In stone throwing.

They damaged some state transport buses.

By now the violence subdued in other parts of Marath-

wada. There were some incidents of stone throwing and later

serious clashes between Harijans and non-Harijans in Shola-

pur. The city remained under curfew upto 16th August. There

were many arrests.

The spate of violence calmed down nearly ten days after

the outbreak of the terrible caste-war. The Students’ Action

Committee which spearheaded the violent agitation decided to

suspend its movement after the state Chief Minister Mr.

Sharad Pawar gave an express assurance to the representa-

tives of SAC that the decision to rename the Marathwada

University was not final and that any such decision would be

taken only after taking the people of Marathwada in confidence.

What a pity that such simple and straight assurance came so

late !

Marathwada is a tiacKward area. It was a backward area

under the Nizams and has remained so even after becoming a
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part of the f,Maharashtra state. As per one report, as late as

till 1973, there existed only one public sector project in the

entire length and breadth of the f.Marathwada region. It v/as

only in 1974 v/hen the Students’ Action Committee, then a poli-

tical nonenUty, led a successful agitation and secured some

public sector projects, educational institutions and a fevr other

facilities for this area. Thus SAC become a force to be

reckoned with.

Dalit Panthers or neo-Budhists—as the followers of late

Dr. Ambedkar are called in l/larathwada- constitute a sizeable

part of the total population of this area. Though, the caste-

Hindus, to some extent, are living in more miserable condi-

tions, Dalits enjoy all facilities of reservations and exemp-

tions as scheduled castes. The caste-Hindus look down
upon them as eyesore. They take it in the way that Karijans,

unduly shielded and patronised by the government, take av/ay

more than their fair share, thus infringe the rights of caste-

Hindus. They felt that if this practice continued, their fate

v/ould be sealed. So they pined for a chance to express their

anger against this intolerable and discriminatory policy of the

government

Marathwada University is situated at Aurangabad and its

84 affilliated colleges are spread over all the five districts of

F.Marathwada. Dalit Panthers constitute a major part of the

students community in the campus. Again, many institutions

run by People Education Society at Aurangabad have a horri-

ble majority of Harijan students, The Dalit Panthers— militant

in nature and dominant in terms of number—wanted to shov/

their strength by getting the University renamed after their

revered leader, v/ho, during his lifetime fought for the rights

and did a lot to improve the plight of the Shudras—the Hari-
jans. With support of some politicians they pressurised the
governing body of the University and got a resolution to this

effect passed in 1977, Though the resolution met no major
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active opposition, the then Chief Minister of Maharashtra,
Basant Dada Patil deemed it fit to defer the matter till some
right time But those opposed to such a change did not rest

in peace. They decided to fight it tooth and nail.

Mr. Sharad Pawar after taking over as Chief Minister was
pressurised by Daiit Panthers to rename the University; To
counter the charges of Indira Congress with regard to his anti-

Harijan thinking, Mr. Sharad Pawar fell an easy prey to the

machiavellism of his recently toppled opponents. He acceeded

to the demand of Dalit Panthers and thus entangled himself

into a cobweb. The vested political interests then incited the

caste-Hindus to harass him. They made the Suvaranas feel

that the Shudras, who had already deprived them of their due

share in government jobs and other priorities, are now out to

take over the Marathwada University. These mischief mongers

went on to spread wild rumours that in future the certificates

and degrees issued by this University would bear a photograph

of Dr. Ambedkar, and that it will be turned into a Harijan

University.

This all worked well. The caste-Hindus were baffled.

Already prevailing anti-Harijan feelings went roaring high.

They hastily concluded that this section of the society with

over-patronisation of politicians is becoming more and more

mischievous and so it deserved to be taught a lesson. So,

the enraged caste-Hindus pounced upon the Dalits. Their

wrath was so menacing that thousands of Harijans fled their

home villages and marched their way towards district towns to

feel more secured. Later reports say that despite best assu-

rances and inducements of authorities, most of them have

refused to return to villages. Naturally how they should dare

to go back to the village where their hutments were burnt to

ashes
; their brothern were killed ; their women folk were insul-

ted ; and their children were starved. Again where the threa-

tening postures of caste-Hindus have further hardened and no
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authority can grant them immunity from future onslaught of the

casfe-Hindus.

The casfe-v/ar of f/iarathv/ada is a sad commentry on

government’s policy of reservation on caste-basis, which is

sowing poisonous seeds of communal disharmony. Rather

abolishing caste-system, the politicians of today- in order to

maintain their cosy ministerial berths are further strengethen-

ing it. Bitterness and hatred are fast replacing the rapport

and mutual regard in the relations of Harijans and caste-

Hindus in India.

There are a few lessons for the government to learn from

the ruins of the Warathv/ada turbulence. First— government

should not take any hasty decision to please one or the other

community. It may prove counter-productive as in this case.

It made a bid to please the Dalits and attracted violent protests

from caste-Hindus. Then to assuage them, government anno-

unced that the decision to rename the University was not final

and it enraged the Dalits. So, none was pleased, both were

displeased. Second, established institutions with non-con-

troversial names must be left unscathed by the craze for

renaming them after contemporary politicians—however great

they might have been. Here I may cite an example. Haryana

Government, during the Chief !/tinistership of [Ar. Bansi i_al

changed the name of Kurukshetra University to B.N. Chakra-

vorty University, The man has been governor of Haryana and
a favourite of tAr. Bansi Lai, and the latter wanted to immorta-
lise the former’s name, little realising that fay renaming the

University after a bureaucrats, he was doing nothing great but
only lowering the prestige of that institution. Though no
visible protest against this foolish change came from any quar-
ter, yet the students and the professors were highly critical of
“Jat-3udhi” (crude thinking) of the Chief Minister, It is pleas-
ing to note that in the very next year, his successor Mr.
Banarsi Dess Gupta gave back the original glorious name
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to the University. Politicians must not be lured to such

an extent that their decisions become troublesome the

same day for theirselves.

O



The Aligarh Carnage

Ccicfcsreth, 197S,

A Iccaf cultural society organised a musical evening in

aid of the flood-anected people. Hundreds were peacefully

enjoying the procramme, One-Suresh Chander Sharma

a!ias Ehoora Pehahvan v/as also in the audience. Three

persons A.nwar, Habib and Aaad approached him and, in a

friendly way, ashed him to accompany them cut cf the gather-

ing. Unapprehensive Bhcora foliovred them. But the next

mement, he v/as fahen abach when ali of sudden, aif the three

accompanying him, drev/ out their knives and pounced, upcn
him. The sturdy pehahvan, caught totally unav/ares could

not retaliate and the knives, one after the other, in quick suc-
cession pierced through his body. Hefei! down in the pool

cf blood and the assailants v/ent away. It all happened in
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the presence of large crov/d but none dared to stop the

gangesters.

Bhoora succumbed to his injuries in the civil hospital

but not before giving his statement and naming his assailants.

Reportedly there was a small crowd present at the hospital,

which forcibly took away the dead body leaving the hospital

and civil authorities in a state of bewilderness.

The enraged crowd carried the body of Bhoora, in the

form of a procession towards muslim dominated area of Abdul

Karim Chowk. The atmosphere by now was fully charged

with communal frenzy. On reaching the Chowk, this crov/d

further swelled. The slogans of “Khoon Ka Badla Khoon Se

Lenge" and “Ek Ke Badley Dus Marenge" rent the air and

immediately spread throughout the length and breadth of

entire city.

Those in the crowd tried to ‘‘get the shops near Abdul

Karim Chowk closed. When some of the shopkeepers resis-

ted, the infuriated mob set their shops on fire. The Muslims

retaliated with showers of stones from their roof-tops. This

marked the sparking of the Hindu-Muslim riot which immediat-

ly escalated to the far-flung colonies of the city. Local autho-

rities v/oke up and the law-enforcing agency came in action.

By then the passions of both communities had risen and

repeated lathi-charge of police proved to be of no avail, in

Upperkot Mohalla, Muslim goondas knifed to death Ganeshi

Lai Saraf. The news of this murder added fuel to the flames.

Hindu rowdeys went on rampage in Manik Chowk and launch-

ed a thunderbolt attack on this poor muslim locality, setting

fire to houses and indiscriminately attacking men, women and

-children with knives, lathis and even bullets. The inhabitants

of this unfortunate locality, with stones as the only weapon in

their hands, were totally unable to withstand this onslaught of

the gangesters. Within minutes many houses of poor

.Muslims were burnt to ashes and ten persons including
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hav.'kers like Liaquat, Rickshav/pullers like Mukhtiar and Band-

players like Saleem ’.vere kil'ed. It v/as only, when police resor-

ted to fire, that the rampaging mob dispersed, leaving behind

a ghastly scene.

Authorities clamped curfev/ on ihe city gripped in severe

tension. There were reports of stabbings during the night but

no major incident took piace. Next day witnessed one more

addition to the list of casualities. Curfev/ and police patrol-

ling continued throughout h'/enty four hours.

On account of hea%7 pressure brought upon the adminis-

tration fay local political groups, curfew was relaxed forafev/

hours on Sth October, Ail seemed to be heading towards nor-

malcy except some stray incidents during nights of the follow-

ing days. However, on October 16th, the news of the recovery

of one more body of the onslaught of 6th October resulted in

fresh violence. Authorities immediately took the situation

under control and reimposed curfew.

November eth, 197S

Exactly one month after the carnage of UaPsk Chov/k,
another riot broke out in Aligarh. Reportedly W/o goondaS
had a scuffle in behveen themselves on the question of a
boofy. Laddan, one of them stabbed his counter-part Fasahat
v/ith a knife. The wounded one dashed towards police post
v/iihering in pain. Very sight of this goonda made the
muslims conclude that some Hindu have stabbed him. On
the other hand, assailant in a bid io escape, scared every one
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who fell in his way. His savage-like appearance and the

presence of a blood stained knife in his hand meant for the

Hindus that he has stabbed some Hindu. This scuffle

between two goondas of Muslim community sparked the

second phase of riots, or say, the second part of the carnage.

At Bani Israilan, Muslims dragged some Hindus towards

a narrow lane and attacked them with knives and lathis. But,

thereafter more Hindus approached the scene and the two

sides indulged in heavy brick-batting. In Upperkot.Mohalla one

Hindu youth was stabbed to death. There were many more

incidents of stabbings and even exchange of fire. At least

two persons were killed and several more injured in the bloody

clashes of that day. Curfew was imposed and police started

patrolling the riot-hit area. Some incidents of brick-batting

and stabbing took place during the next day despite curfew.

Tension prevailed.

On 8th November, local authorities took the most foolish

step to relax curfew in the morning. This relaxation proved

too costly. During this period, news of the violence of one

place reached other parts of the city and further charged the

atmosphere. Worst incidents took place at Sarai Kaba and

Sarai Mian where Muslim gangesters pounced upon the poor

daily earning Hindus, razed their hutments and killed nine

persons. These included among others—Charan, Kanchhi,

Chanda and Sohan, all labourers.

In about a dozen cases, in different parts of the city

bullets, granades and acid bombs were freely used by both

sides while police— the PAC just stood as a mere spectator.

Unruly elements on both sides amply demonstrated their

power of destruction. With this days' killings, total casuali-

ties in this second break-out reached eleven, seriously injured

forty and total arrests stood at about fifty.

By now, the authorities came to realise that PAC was
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net competent enongh to meet the cnallenge of situation.

Border Security Force v/as called in and it replaced PAC in

some of the sensitive areas. Ho ugly incident took ptace

during the day and curfevr v/as relaxed for three hours in

two instalments. During night, tv/o persons v/ere killed in

granade explosion. As per reports, they v/ere going to

plant it some-,'/here, but it exploded all of sudden. Of

course, it is truly said that devil's first effort is to destroy its

creator.

V/ith reco'/ery of three more bodies of the vicitims, the

death toll rose to sixteen. There v/ere incidents of stabbing

and police arrested about b/zo dozen persons on

charges of rumour-mongering and fanning the trouble. On
persistent demand of the minority community, the strength of

PAC v/as reduced to eleven companies v/hile that of CRPF
and ESF increased to eighteen and nine companies in this

city.

V/hen the overall situation shov/ed signs of improvement,

dusk to dav/n curfev/ v/as again clamped on December ?th

follov/ing an incident cf slabbing in f/ohalla Chiragehian,

Reportedly one person v/as killed during the night of 14th

December and on the follov/ing day a teen-aged girl v/as killed

and a man v/as injured in bomb explosion.

The outbreak of communal violence ot Aligarh y/a§ hot
SDontaneous. This city has a history of devastating turbu-
lences that shook its bases in 1947, 1952, 1962, and 1971 as
well as many times during the British rule. The afmosphen?
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was building up for the last one year when the conservative

muslims, holding the reigns of Aligarh Muslim University,

evolved new rules and rendered admission for non-Muslims

almost impossible. Again, in August, Muslim League passed

a resolution to the effect that Aligarh Muslim University

should be given the status of Vetican City. Though none

outside the city attached any importance to this foolish

demand, it was played up in local papers and people talked

much about it. To counter this chauvinistic demand, Hindu

sectarians came out with the old demand of affilliation of all

city colleges with this University. They also threatened that

if this demand is not met with, a parallel Hindu University

would be established at Aligarh.

The ever-tense atmosphere was again charged by another

incident that took place sometime in first week of September.

A student of the University High School, belonging to mino-

rity community, while trying to board a bus was run-over by it.

University students stopped the bus and beat up the driver.

Then they blocked the road and declared that no vehicle would

be allowed to pass from the road going through University

campus. To counter their bid, the students of Post-graduate

colleges of the city threatened to block entire traffic on the

G.T. road. Incidentally these colleges are situated at G.T.

road. This threat worked and after about a v/eek, the road

block was lifted.

Third incident in this chain was too sensitive and it added

to the gravity of situation more than the previous ones. A

young Brahmin boy announced his intention to adopt Islam

obviously to marry his beloved who happened to be a Muslim.

This news attracted sharp criticism from Hindu fanatics who

accused that the boy has been induced by Muslims to desert

his religion. The atmosphere became so piosonous that

authorities turned the zealous lover out of the city bonds.

The fourth and most decisive incident in this chain took
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place at f/ahadev f/iela in the second v/eek of September. This

festival is enjoyed by the people of both communities every

year v/ith enthusiasm. Like the previous years, this time too,

the v/restling bout betv/een the matemen of Shanti Kunj and

Turiya Shah Akharas v/as an attraction for the crov/ds. ft

began v/ith traditional exchange of pleasantries but came to

an abrupt end. The refree announced the bout to be drav/n.

Players as v/eil as supporters of both sides v/ere greatly

annoyed. They abused the refree and later the hvo groups

clashed v/ith each other. In the scuffle Ehoora thrashed a

pehaly/an of opposing group. The other side, reportedly

threatened to take the revenge and the revenge they took, just

after a fey/ days, in a most diabolic manner, that sparked the

carnage. Vested commercild interests also played a role.

It is alleged that a f/Iuslim colony stood as hurdle for some

Hindu businessmen v/ho v/anted to extend their complexes.

They wanted to cash this occassion and scare av/ay the

Muslims from that area. In this context, the case of a Hindu

cinema owner is v/el! known.

Lax and partisan attitude of the civil authorities Stands,
to a greater extent, responsible for eruption, escalation and
all the more off-shooting of the October riots in November
carnage. Admittedly, the atmosphere of this city is alv/ays
tense and in the light of previous riots and present mood of
the people the local authorities are supposed to be alv/ays on
2lerL I he tension that v/as building up for the I ast six
months v/as enough to serve as an eye opener. But it is

evident that the lethargic local authorities did nothing to pre-
vent the holocaust The seeds of mutual detestation that
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were sov/n by these incidents, were allowed to flourish freely

by the administration and the chauvinstic and fanatic leaders
of both communitias in the form of RSS and Jamiat-i-lslami or

Muslim League further nourished them. However there were
leaders belonging to another party always claiming to be
secular. In fact they belong to a class which is "secular
opportunist", and this party played even more decisive role

in this carnage.

The local people, and the panels that were later asked to

go into the reasons of this violence, emphatically stressed

that if the authorities had acted swiftly on October 6th after

the murder of Bhoora Pehalwan, the riot would not have

spread like wild fire. Again the authorities failed to check the

crowd from taking away the body of Bhoora, without perform-

ing autopsy. Here the concerned officers lacked courage and

wisdom. Passions of Hindus were charged on sight of

the dead body that was taken in procession. Then the role

played by Provincial Armed Constabulary was most unbecom-

ing for a law enforcing agency.

The minority community complained strongly and the

unbiased observers confirm that at more than one place

during this riot, these myrmindons of law acted in a partisan

way in connivance with the powerful assailants. PAC—
already has a black record for its performance in turbulent

situations at Agra, Varanasi and Pantnagar and now at

Aligarh, it has only justified the demand of minority communi-

ties that this force either needs an overall reshaping or total

disbandment.

It is said that a C.I.D. report named 26 persons for their

part in this violence but local authorities under influence of

some leaders did not arrest the culprits immediately. Even

after a lot of hesitation, only a few persons were taken in

custody. But it was not enough to heal the wounds of

miniority community which is aware of the fact that in the past,
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such culprits v/ho fan communal riots are never convicted.

They are just arrested and set free after a fev/ days v/hen the

tension is eased. The Chief f/inister announced the setting

up of a Judicial Enquiry Commission headed by f/ir, S. K,

Verma, retired Chief Justice of Uttar Pradesh High Court It

v/as felt by the authorities that this declaration v/ould appease

the agitating minority community, but here again the fate of

the report of Judicial Enquiry conducted fay Wr, Justice D, S.

l/lathur in 19 H riots bore v/itness to the fact that such

enquiries also serve no purpose since their reports are

sealed in the almirahs to gather dust.

So, it is evident that all these facts, coupled v/ith the

laxity of authorities and partisan attitude of the P.A.C, forced

the f/iuslims, v/ho v/ere the major sufferers in the first phase

to violence to come to the conclusion that they v/ill have to

settle the scores themselves, and this is v/hat they did. The
frequent use of fire arms, stones and knives by both sides

confirms the conviction.

A resident of Aligarh, v/hen questioned, said, “there y/iii

be no communal violence if all the politicians are turned out
of the city." These v/ords carry v/eight. A critical analysis
of the circumstances lead us to the firm conclusion that the
passions of the people v/ere exploited by different political
groups to grind their ov/n axes. They did a lot to nurse, fan
and spread the riot. At random, four parties—Indira
Congress, f^uslim League and Jamiat-i-lslami and the RSS
oeem to have tried to make political capital out of this
disaster.
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Harijans and minorities have always voted almost en-

masse for Congress right from 1952. It was only in 1977 that

the tide turned and dug up the very roots of this party from

the minorities especially the Muslims, becuase of the in-

human atrocities committed on the Muslim residents of

Turkman Gate area at Delhi during the dark period of Internal

Emergency. Mrs, Indira Gandhi, who bore the wrath of

Muslims in last elections had been since then trying her best

to retrieve the lost ground. She has been dashing here and

there with a secular umbrella in her hand, to protect the

minorities against the RSS and to support them in their

struggle against Hindu-chauvinism. It will not be out of con-

text to note that Mrs. Gandhi visited Aligarh, about a week

before the eruption of riots and soon thereafter she announ-

ced her candidature from Chikmagalur. This fact can be well

attributed to her designs for catching Muslim votes in that

constituency by espousing the cause of that community at

Aligarh. If all would have gone peaceful, how she could

champion their cause. It Is alleged that the group which took

away the body of dead Bhoora belonged to Congress (I). At

least, it is obvious that the leaders of this parly did nothing to

ease the tension; rather Mrs. Mohsina Kidwai, Chief of U.P.

unit of this party added more fuel to fire by publically claim-

ing that not less than 160 Muslims had died in this carnage.

The Minorities panel held that the total loss of life, on

both sides, stood at 28. Other uncofirmed reports extend this

figure to forty, but none else, expect the leader of this secular

party could give such hypothetical figure.

As regards the two other political parties—Muslim League

and Jamlat-i-lslami, the lesser we comment, the bettor it Is.

They did their job well.

RSS— not a political party in itself, has become centre of

controversy and has attracted more criticism from many quar-

ters that any other party or organisation. It claims to be a
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social and cultural organisation, but at times it has proved

to be a militant force. To quote a senior member of Vishva

Hindu Parishad, RSS is a Hindu-resistance force. Of course,

it has proved to be so. in the present riot, some leaders of

Janata Party, with RSS background, does not seem to have

played a fair role. Reports of Minority Panel, Akali-dai Panel,

danata-Party Panel appointed by Mr. Chandershekhar and the

other cne appointed by the Uttar Pradesh Janata Party, direct-

ly or indirectly blamed RSS for its role in fanning communal

violence.

Vi^hosoever may be at fault, one thing is very much clear

that in tense atmosphere even smaller incidents spark com-

munal riots, vested interests make capital out of these and

innocent poor people are the v/orst sufferers. In the v/ords

of Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan :

“It appears that some determined forces are at v/ork to

keep the embers aflame. It is not possible fo identify these

forces unless there is an impartial probe by persons of un-

questionable integrity A non-official committee

consisting of persons having no vested interest in the game
of pov/er politics may better be set up to study and probe the

circumstances leading to the bloody happenings., 1 feel

administrative measures are not enough to deal v/ith v/hat is

not merely a (av/ and order problem. It is social problem
v/hich calls for social efforts to achieve a lasting solution.”

O
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On 19th December. Lok Sabha met to give its verdict on

a privilege motion against Mrs. Indira Gandhi,

Mmister of India. As already "^dided by Janata Partaen W
Board, Prime Minister Mr. Morarjl Desai moved the rnohon

which read: “That this house having

report of the Committee of Privileges presented

on November 21, agrees with recommendations and

of the Committee contained therein, '''’a* ' '"^3
,j,y

Gandhi, Mr. R. K. Dhawan former ®
„f

to the then Prime Minister and Mr. D. Sen, form
,

the C.B.i. committed a breach of privilege an
.-ement

the House by causing obstruction, intimidahon,

and institution of false cases against four
^

That she committed a further breach of privilege an

of the House by her refusal to take oath /affirmation
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the Ccmmstiee. That she also commftted a breach of prm-

lace and ccnfempf by casing aspersions on the CommiUse

in her sfa'ement dated June 16, 1572 submiited to the Com-

mittee, The House resolves that f<trs. Indira Gendhi should be

committed to jell til! the crGrogaticn of the House and also be

er-oelied from the membership of the House for the serious

breach of privilege and contempt of the House committed by

her. The House further resolves that f.tr D, Sen and btr, R.K,

Dhavran should also be cammiiled to jail till the prorogation

of the House for serious breach of privilege and contempt of

the House committed by them,”

All amendme.nts moved byCongress-I Members v/ere reje-

cted by the House by a voice vote and those moved fay Janata

Members v/ere subsequendy v/IthoTav/an. Despite repeated

protests from the cppcsitrcn benches, the over-v/helmfng

majority of the ruling party preva^ed and the House carried

the moton by 279 votes in favour and only 123 against, v/hile

ST other members abstained from voting

The Indira Congressmen adopted int'midating methods even

before this motion v/as moved, evidently to shov/ that any stern

punishment meted cut to their leader v/ouid spark violent inci-

dents in uhe ccuntrv-, Cne day prior to this decision, that is

on December I3th, at Chandigarh, Lhe rcv/dys led by youth
v/ing of this party smashed their v/ay into Secretariat This
rrcb of about three hundred Youth Congress fl) v/orkers over-

pov/ered the security staff and headed tov/ards the room of

Punjab Chief Minister v/ho v/as out of station. On the v/ay,

cri first ano second rlc-or c> the building they destroyed fit-

tings, smashed furniture and broke flourescent tubes as v/ell

2s huge class-panes. They unhinged the door of Chief Minis-
t-. o rooms and occupied his seat i he oulviitted police party
by then reached the scene and launched a fierce lathi-charge
to drive av/ay these rcv/dys. There v/as a scuffle between
the raiders and the police in that room also. Finally 32
persons v/ere arrested v/hile others escaped by jumping
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through the windows. At Delhi, apprehending breach of peace,

authorities proclaimed prohibitory orders in the areas around

Parliament A two-thousand strong mob of Indira supporters

tried to crash in the prohibited area and in this process clash-

ed with the police at Akbar Road-Tughlak Road junction. They

pelted stones on the buses and turned at least seven vehicles

to wreckage. Police lobbed tear-gas shells and arrested 800

demonstrators who in turn damaged the window-panes of the

buses in which they were taken to police station. A stone

throwing mob of Indira Congressites was lathi-charged at

Calcutta while at Bangalore, police had to intervene when

women demonstrators sqatted on the railway track near outer

signal of the city railway station and delayed the trains.

The spate of violent protests gained momentum from the

next day, when Lok Sabha passed its sentence on the culprit of

emergency excesses. At Bangalore, irate mob indulged In

brick-batting and violence, damaging seven buses of state

transport. In all about fifty violent incidents were reported

from this city wherein police lobbed teargas shells and resor-

ted to lathi-charge to contain the rampaging mob. There were

ugly incidents at Ahmadabad, Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madi;as-

Madurai and Trivendrum.

On 20th December, rabbles of the youth wing of Indira

Congress launched nationwide protest. On this single day,

as per official sources, about twenty thousand persons were

arrested and five were killed—four in police firing at Yashwant-

pura and Goripalya localities of Bangalore and one as a result

of a clash between the supporters and opponents of Indira

Gandhi at Payyanur in Kerala. Demonstrators came out on

the streets, in all major towns of the country and indulged in

acts of stone-throwing, attacking public property, rioting and

violence. At Hyderabad, entire road traffic was brought to a

stand-still. There were 8000 arrests in Tamilnadu, 3500 in

Maharashtra, 3000 each in UP and MP, 1500 in Rajasthan and

neariy 1000 each in Bihar and Gujarat.
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partially. In Tumkur and Chitradurga districts police opened

fire to quell rampaging mobs.

Six violent demonstrators were killed in police-firing on

22nd December, the fifth day of protests. Two persons were

killed at Arvi in Maharashtra when the mob attacked police

station and threw stones on buses and also tried to set fire

to a petrol pump. Police opened fire and dispersed the

demonstrators. At Bagalkot in Karnataka, police fired at

rampaging mob and shot down two agitators. One person

was killed in Hoogly District and another at Vempalli when

pro-Janata and pro-Indira demonstrators clashed with each

other. There were incidents of attack on trains and other rail-

way property in Tamiinadu and Bihar. While the total death toil

reached twelve, the number of arrests crossed one-lakh mark

till this day.

Next day remained calm barring stray incidents in dif-

ferent parts. However, at Bangalore, one person injured in

previous day’s firing, succumbed to his injuries. Marxist

workers and pro-Indira elements clashed with each other at

Agartala where the call for “Tripura-Bundh'‘ was totally ignor-

ed by the people. Shiv-Sena, RPI (Gavai Group) and Cong-

ress (I) gave a joint call for “Bombay-Bundh” on 24th

December, when Mr. Desai was scheduled to reach on his

two-days visit. The bundh turned out to be violent. These

agitators burnt one double-decker bus and damaged at least

more than a hundred other buses v/hich resulted in buses

and taxies completely going off the road for the whole day.

Roads in entire North-Bombay area were littered with stones

and pieces of glass. Despite ugly incidents of stone-throwing,

the local train services functioned normally. Police resorted to

lathi-charge at many places and arrested 479 persons as per

official reports on charges of damaging public property.

These goondas attacked police personnels at Andheri and

also stabbed a shopkeeper in Kurta. Indira supporters in

Himachal Pradesh also turned violent th's day and burnt
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dov/n four buses besides a truck and a sav/ mill ov/ned by a

Janata Party leader. In faet'/reen, thousands of Congressmen

courted arrest in all pares of the country.

Property v/orth crores of rupees v/as destroyed, more than

a dozen valuable human lives v/ere lost and the entire nation

y/as held to ransom fay the demagogues of Youth Congress

(I) and the henchmen of Indira Gandhi v/ith the help of hired

goondas and other anti-social elements. And it y//as done

only to protest against the punishment av/arded to Mrs, Indira

Gandhi, the lady v/ho committed inumerable crimes against

humanity during the dark days of her rule. This v/as just a

simple punishment av/arded by Parliament for breach of pri-

vilege. and contempt of House, she had committed. But

millions of Indian people, v/ho suffered at the hands of herself,

her henchmen and the bulldogs let loose by her illustrious

son Sanjay Gandhi, supported by entire state machinery,

demand some stern and ezamplery punishment for this crimi-

nal of emergency v/hich may serve as eye-opener for the

future ruling groups and personalities.

Mrs, Gandhi has been of adamant and defiant nature from

the very beginning. After the death of Pt. Jav/ahar Lai Nehru,

y/hen Mr, Lai Bahadur Shastri look over as Prime Minister, it

y/as she v/ho created many troubles for him. There are some
persons v/ho epenely subscribe to the viev/ that Mrs. Gandhi
had a hand in the death of Mr. Shastri at Tashkant in 1965

in mysterious circumstances. It amply shov/s hov/ far the

people are av/are of her designs, - She unveiled her real face in

1S69, v/hen flouting the party constitution and party-mandate
she fielded Mr, V.V. Giri as her ov/n candidate for the
Presidentship and got the omcial candidate of the party, defea-
ted, In 1975, v/hen the Allahabad Hight Court set-aside her
election to Parliament on charges of mal-practices, instead of
bev/ing to the judicial verdict, she adopted an immoral atti-

tude and stuck to the chair. She directed her henchmen to
organise mass rallies in her support and even v/ent to the
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extent of accusing the judiciary. Some of her pet-dogs even

dubbed Mr. Justice Sinha, the High Court Judge, who decided

the case, to be a C.I.A. agent. As the demand for her resig-

nation from Prime Ministership gained momentum and she

realized that such rallies would serve no purpose, she imme-

diately went to proclaim Internal Emergency in the entire

country on 25th June 1975. In this duration she enacted many
draconian laws to immune herself and to put thousands of

those protesting against her immoral actions behind the bars

without any trial. She held the whole nation to ransom fornine-

te'en months, after which, finding first opportunity the people of

India threw her out of power in 197? elections. Her party was

crushed in this election in such a way that out of seven states

in the Indo-gangetic belt, together accounting for 174 parlia-

mentary seats, not a single candidate of her party, including

herself, could emerge victorious.

Even after this great upheaval, the adamant lady refused

to show any sign of remorse, rather she accused the people

of thanklessness and contented her ego by asserting that she

had become a victim of conspiracy, hatched against her by

the opponents. She held the conviction that with the help of

a bunch of her henchmen, purchased petties and the hired

goondas of her son, she can teach a lesson not only to Janafa

Party but to the entire nation.

During that dark period of emergency, she committed

many excesses and one of those pertained to some officers of

S.T.C. who tried to collect some information with regard to

phoney deals of Maruti Factory owned by Sanjay Gandhi, as

sought by Parliament in reply to a question raised by a

member. It was intolerable for Mrs. Gandhi, the dictator of

that time, that anyone should dare to go so far. At her ins-

tance, false charges of corrupiton were trumped up against

those officers and the poor fellows were harassed abundent-

Jy with the connivance of Mr. R. K. Dhawan and Mr. D, Sen.
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Only the end of haled Indira-regime brought relief for the

victimized officers.

After the Janata Government took over, this matter v/as

brought to the knov/ledge of the House of Representatives,

since" obstruction and harassment caused to these officers

amounted to breach of privilege and contempt of the House.

The matter v/as referred to the Privilege Committee v/hich

submitted its report to the House only on November 21sL Mrs.

Gandhi v/as called in the month of June to give her State-

ment before the Privilege Committee v/here she agairt adopted

a hostile attitude and even v/ent to caste aspersions on its

integrity. She treated the committee as a bunch of partlsarl

persons gathered to humiliate her. Rinding fto tracd Of

chastity, remorse or repentence ori her part the Priviiegd

Committee in its report indicted her of breach Of privilege artd

contempt and further left it at the col'ective v/lsdoni of the

House to av/ard suitable punishment to her.

Lok Sabha took up this privilege issue on December 8,

v/hen the Prime Minister Mr, f/.orarji Desai moved his substan-

tive motion on this issue, in his brief speech Mr. Desai

charged Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Mr. D. Sen and Mr, R. K. Dhav/an

v/ith grave misdemeanour of the sacred privilege of the House,
He said that “the gravity of her misconduct in office is further

heightened by the long term of distinguished office she held,

long experience or tradition and obligation of the membership
of the House and the fact she had to take oath to uphold the
Constitution and conduct office y/ithout fear or favour, affec-
fon or ill-v/id. She refused to co-operate in the working of
the committee and has cast aspersions on the integrity of
the committee itself,”

During the discussion on this motion, Congress-1 mem-
bers adopted most Irresponsible attitude and brought the
proceedings of the House at stand-still many times. They
v/amed the motion against their “diety” to be dropped since it
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smacked of poIlLicE! vendetfe. Then there was bargafning for

some lighter punishment but her own attitude roused the

anger of Janata members and they struck to their decision to

expel her from the membership of Pariiament as w'ell as to

commit her to prison tili prorogation of the House. This %iew

pre'i’ciled and the nrst-ever Prims Minister, in the history' of

India was arrested by securih' staff of Pariiament on 19Lh

December 197S at about 9-OD p.m.

The rowdy followers of Indira Gandhi, vrho had aiready

planned their strategy to take the country by storm, induiged

in hoolinganism, stabbincs, arson, violence end rioting but to

the chagrin of their adriot leader they found that the people of

India had gained enough political conciousnsss and cannot

be befooled fay hallov; slogans. Their protest fizzeled out

within a week and subsequently they withdrew their vfolenr

aoitation.

e



Trouble in Jammu & Kashmir

Tension at T^attan

On 25th July 1578, calm and serene atmosphere of the

Kashmir valley vras charged v/ith communal passions at f/at-

tan. about 60 Kilometers avrayfrom the capital in the Southern

Kashmir. A big crovrd of vromen demonstrators came out on

the roads, later joined fay their menfolk, to protest against the

removal of green vrakf flag from a piece of land near a shrine.

Furious mob made desparate bid to replant the flag and In

this process clashed v/Ith police. Stones v/ere hurled on police

and in return, police resorted to feargas shelling and then

lathi-charge but nothing could be achieved. Irat mob v/as un-

daunted, Police resorted to its ultimate measure of firing

as a result of v/hich tv/o demonstrators vrere killed on the spot
vrhile many others Including some policemen v/ere badly
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injured. The demonstrators dispersed but in view of the pre-

vailing tension, authorities imposed curfew in the entire tov/n.

Chief Minister, after assessing the communal tension, imme-
diately ordered a judicial enquiry into the police firing and the

situation leading to it.

By next day, police cordoned the entire tov/n which was

compeietely cut off from the outside world. All approach roads

to Mattan were closed and heavily guarded by police force.

Defying curfew, women demonstrators took out another pro-

cession and clashed with police. Police lobbed teargas shells

and later made lathi-charge which resulted in many injuries.

Situation seemed all the more deteriorating as authorities pro-

claimed prohibitorv orders in Anantnag town and arrested a

group of agitators who planned to march to Mattan. Demon-

strators were teargassed and dispersed. Tension also pre-

vailed in Khannabel, Bijbehara and some other adjecent areas.

All educational institutions were closed for a week in Mattan

and Anantnag. Third day saw these towns limping to nor-

malcy barring a fev/ incidents of clashes between the agitators

and the police. Curfew wes lifted during day time.

The trouble started over a piece of land situated near a

shrine at Mattan. About forty three years back in 1936, a dis-

pute broke up over the ov/nership of this land and the then

Maharaja of the state appointed a two-man tribunal consisting

of— Sheikh Abdul Rashid, the then District Magistrate of Kash-

mir and Mr. K.-L. Kichloo, a Kashmiri Brahmin. This tribunal

gave its report that none of the two communities own this Jand,

hence it fjecame a common camping ground to which both the

communities had an easy access. Mirza Afzel Beg, Ex-

Deputy Chief Minister of the state (then a young member of

National Front) was also associated with this agreement which

was accepted by both communities at that time without any

hitch.

Reportedly, in last December, the green flag of Wakf was
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put up st th?s p!5ce. It srke 3 tns cthsr coTnrwunftj'. nsv/s/sr Ji-

egcris/ed coa^nunity did not adopt a path of confrontation on

this sensfuvs issus, rathsr triad to sataa tne raattar tnroaon

psrsuation and daUbetatlons. When such efforts eore no fra:L

this community lodged strcno protest vrith the Chief i/Jmster

and made it dear that if the nag vras not re.TfOved before the

Eadrinath Yetra starting from 8th August, ft v.1il soerh agita-

tions. Good sersse cayrned upon the Chief ?,tinister and on

his orders the flag y/as remoyed by the police from the dis-

puted land. This action roused the passions of the othesr

community and the commurtal tension p,''evailed.

Sheildi Abdulla, the Chief htinister of state, accused that

the opposition parties v/anted to discredit him and belittte his

government fay creating lavr and order problems on such

issues. The opposit'on parties alleged that the flag v/as plan-

ted by the vrorhers of national Conference and it was removed

under heary pressure only vrhen enough support had already

been mustered in favour of its retention. So the entire blame
rests v.'ith the Chief fafinisfer himself. They also charged
Sher<h Abdulla's party of terrorising the minority community
in that area.

Communal tension is an unnatural phenomenon in Kash-
mir and the Chief f.tinister has in previous years tried to build
his secular image. Here tco, it goes to his credit that by
accepting the demand of minority community he shovred gen-
erousity, but it vrould have been much better if he had not
ailovred -the tension to assume such perporbons by an early
action in this matter.

The Poonch S^r

Hardly had the yiolencs
v.Tong step on the part of
spate of violence, arson,

at f,fatten died doy/n, when one
government, sparked up another
rioting and turbulence of much
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greater magnitude in another part of the state. Trouble broke-

out in September when government recruited about one hun-
dred teachers in Poonch district setting aside all norms.

Matriculates and even non-Matriculates got priority over the

Graduates and post-Graduates. The selection was allegedly

made on political considerations in which a leader of National

conference played the most dubious role. Government defend-

ed the action on the plea that these selections were made in a

view to accommodate a backward community which does not

have adequate representation in government jobs. Other candi-

dates even asserted that those who have neither applied for

the posts nor have attended the interview were appointed while

thousands of others were not considered.

This discriminatory action on the part of government,

infuriated the qualified incumbents and they resorted to agita-

tional approach. To pacify these unemployed youths, Deputy

Commissioner evolved a formula and an agreement was

reached upon. The situation obviously returned to normal

but the Chief Minister rejected the formula outrightly. This

attitude of the state government sparked anger and a chain

of ugly incidents followed. However, the government appoint-

ed Education Secretary to talk to the agitators, but nothing

solid came out. The agitators formed their own union and

resorted to chain hunger strike outside the state Secretariat

at Jammu. Authorities arrested the striking batch of agitators

and removed them to Poonch. Thereafter the movement took a

new turn. The issue of discriminatory appointments inflated

to the wide issue of regional imbalance. Students all over

the Jammu region joined the fray later on to strengthen this

movement all the more.

Almost first violent incident took place on October 13th

when a mob of agitating students clashed with police and

hurled stones as well as indulged in burning public property.

Police fired teargas shells and later made lathi-charge which

left about forty persons including some policemen and fifteen
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v/omen Injured, three of them seriously, irate mofa damaged

ten jeeps, a police-van and stoned the police station as v/ell

as the residence of Deputy Commissioner, Nev/ Gujjar hostel

was also attacked. Authorities proclaimed prohibitory

orders for the next day. There v/as a complete closure in

Poonch, Mandhar and Suronkot v/here police arrested about

90 agitators for defying ban. Students took out a peaceful

procession v/hich terminated vdthout any ugly incident

The unemployed youths and students continued therr

chain hunger strike till December v/hen they realised that

peaceful means are not enough to deter the adamant adminis-

tration from its stand. The spate of violent incidents started

from 2nd December at Poonch, the centre of disturbances.

As per police version : “A group of unruly mob indulged in

large-scale violence and damage to public property demanding

cancellation of selections made by District Recruitment Board

sometime back. It will be recalled, the government v/as

already seized of the matter and it has been conveyed to the

protesting youth that their complaint v/as being looked in‘o

and an understanding on the issue v/as about to be reached.

In today’s violence the police displayed a great deal of

patience and restrained itself despite grave provocation.

The Superintendent of Police Wr. A N. Nanda, and other
police personnel v/ere seriously injured. The unruly mob
kept on the acts of violence and vendalism. The police resort-

ad to mild lathi-charge and tried to chase the protesting youth
av/ay. This having no effect, they also burst teargas shells

Ultimately the police had to open fire, as a result of v/hich,

one person v/as killed. According to latest reports from
Poonch, calm prevails. Hov/ever curfev/ has been im-
posed in the tov/n as a precautionary measure”. On 3rd
December Army moved in to assist the civil authorities to
maintain lav/ and order. Though curiev/ v/as in force, over ten
thousand persons gathered and took the body of fast day’s
firing victim—17 year old pre-University Student, V/aryam
Singh-to cremation ground in a procession. Though no
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untoward incident was reported, feiisibh prevailed and ail

educational ihstitutidhs m the city were indefinitely closed.

Widespread incidents of clashes betweeri the agitators

and police were reported from Jammu on 4th December. A
cornplete “Bundh" was observed in the city against last day's

police firing. There was a complete closure In Kathua,

Ranbir Singh pura and Rajauri. Students of all colleges and

schools went on strike. They attacked police vehicles and

damaged a number of them. Police burst several teargas

shells to quell the mob that attacked the Railway Station. At

city chowk, irate students pelted stones and police resorted to

lathi-charge. Many agitators were hurt. Students indulged

in heavy brick-batting and also tried to set a bus ablaze. The

spate of violence continued for the next day as a result of

which all educational institutions were indefinitely closed and

road traffic was suspended. Some anti-social elerhents ac-

companying the mob indulged in looting. Udhampur, Samba,

Akhnoor, Kathua and Rajauri observed comp'ete strike for the.

second day. Rampaging mob at Rajauri attacked Gujjar hos-

tel, set fire to a petrol pump, ransacked a shop of super-bazar

and threw stones on the residence of Deputy Commissioner.

Curfew continued in Poonch. Incidents of stone-throwing

and looting were reported from Samba while other parts of the

region returned to normalcy.

All Party Action Committee supported the acjltailOh hnd

repeatedly demanded President’s rule in the State, bllegllip

that Sheikh Government have failed to tafckle the situatiori.

On December 7th, angry students set Samba Poyjer WoUSO'

ablaze. Police first lathi-chafged afid latfer opehed fife tO

disperse them. Violent processions WefO tdkeh out at BiShfta,

Poonch and sortie other parts Of the regiOfl.

This agitation sOemed to be turning towards a OOfnitiunal-'

riot when at Rajauri) GujjarS and nOn-GUjjars clashed With

each other On 8th December. About one hundreds perSoHS
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were injured. The volume of violence went so high that autho-

rities requisitioned the services of Army and by evening the

entire tov/n of Rajauri v/as handed over to troops. There were

v/orst clashes behveen t/zo warring groups as v/ell as police

and agitators. About forty policemen including a D.S.P. v/ere

injured. Anti-social elements began looting spree and the

government ov/ned liquor shops and super-bazars became

main targets. Rajauri was put under curfev/,

Def>'ing ban, the agitators took out a procession at Rajauri

the next day and burnt a police jeep. Two jeeps were set

ablaze at Poonch. State Government ordered a judicial enq-

utry by a Sessions Judge but All Party Action Committee

refused to co-operate v/ith it since their demand was for an

enquiry by a High Court Judge. Except some stray incidents,

no major violence «.vas reported for next bvo days. Government

ordered another departmental enquiry to go into the matter of

unlavdul appointments of teachers. A formula was also floa-

ted by the authorities for bringing an end to the agitation by

offering jobs to the qualified persons against 90 nev/ vac-

cancies but it v/as rejected by the agitators. They demanded

unconditional release of all, arrested in connection v/ith this

agitatian as well as a judicial enquiry by a High Court Judge.

They added another demand for settingup ora commission

headed by a Judge of Supreme Court to go into the issue of

regional imbalance. In a view to sudbue the spate of violence,

ultimately gove.'nment announced the appointtr.ent of f/iian

Jaialuddin, Chief Justice of Jammu d Kashmir High Court, to

conduct judicial enquiry into the firing incident This anno-
uncement of the government partially succeeded in its aim and
arter some deliberations the stir v/as put off on January 19
v/hen government issued appointment letters to 165 qualified
unemployed youths. Hov/ever, all sections of agitators, inclu-
ding aiejeaders of APAC y/ere not satisfied with the agree-
ment I hey decided to keep the embers aflame.

On repbuiic day, there were ugly incidents at Poonch v/here
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Minister of State, Mian Bashir Ahmed was to hoist the flag.

Youths indulged in hoolinganism and manhandled the minister.

The programme turned into a fracas. Five students were
arrested. To protest against the arrests, demonstrators rocked
Poonch on 4th February with country made bombs. When
police tried to intervene, it was greeted with stones and other

missiles. The devil of violence danced on the roads of this city

for about five hours and in this duration many government
offices were set on fire, some shops were looted and Gujjar

hostel was attacked.

Worst clashes between the personnels of Central Reserve

Police and student agitators took place on 5th February at

Poonch. A procession of agitators besieged a CRP party and

attacked it furiously. Police resorted to fire but the demons-

trators were also equipped with guns and other automatic

weapons and they fired from snipes. They also hurled coun-

try made bombs and granades. This fiery exchange showed

its results. Six persons, including two policemen were killed

instantaneously while hundreds were injured, five of them

seriously. All these five persons later succumbed to their

injuries bringing the total death toll in single day’s clashes to

eleven. It was free for all on 5th and 6th December when

agitators indulged in burning, stoning, looting and attacking

while police repeatedly resorted to lathi-charge, teargas shel-

ling and firing. Same ugly incidents were repeated in many

parts of the state on the next day.

Again on 12th, students clashed with police at Jammu

when the educational institutions were reopened. This clash

resulted in injuries to 160 persons. Violent incidents of arson,

violence, damaging vehicles and stone-throwing took place

on 14th when "Jammu Bundh” call was given by the APAC.

Agitators looted century old Ranbir Library damaging the most

valued books. BSF was called- out on the next day when un-

ruly mob attacked the residence of finance minister Mr. D. D.

Thakur.
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Cn assurance of the

be accepted soon, tense

government that the demands vrould

atiTiasphere started easing. There

were repeated strikes in different cities. The Chief f/.inister.

Sheikh i.tor.amrnad Abduiia, uUimately accepted neariy ai! the

demands of the agitators on 2rd march and the Ai! Party'

Acticn Committee decided to put-off the mcyement. Tfie

state returned to normaicy after neariy three months of conti-

nued turbuier.ce.

Aii this trouble started ever the v/rong method adopted

by the government in the selection of about one hundred odd

teachers in Pocnch wherein less qualified or even semi-literate

rav/ youth and o!d men of Guijar community v/ere given pre-

ference over the other candidates possessing much higher

qualifications, allegedly on extraneous considerations. This

bungling v/as done at the instance of influential local leader of

•Jetional Conference, J/.r, Abdul Gani, Ths rejected candi-

dates protested against this immoral and discriminator/ atti-

tude of the authorises v/hich cn their turn y,'anted to justify

their stand by contending that ft has been done to accomm>o-

date a community which dees not have adequate represen-

tation in the government jobs The unemployed youth demaned
their fair share and v/hen given no attention, they started an
agitation. It is a trageo’y v/ith our democratic system that the

representatives of the peop'e, v/hile holding the reins of the

acmnistratJon, turn a deaf ear to the most genuine demands
of the people and adopt indifferent attitude tov/ards the very
electors vrho had earSier voted them to power. The avo’.ved

ser/ants try to become masters and in this process find them-
selves totally alienated from the masses In such conditions,

the enraged masses turn violent to punish the erring repre-

sentatives, The smallest spark may ignite the tinder and
fiames may touch the blue.

^

Government refused to listen to them until the students
of the entire region joined hands to strengthen their movement
and /-li Party Action Committee, consisting of a!! oppe-silien
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parties in the state came to support them. It is truly said,

politicians never miss a chance and those who miss the

chances are not politicians. The agitation over bungling in

selection of teachers turned into a mass movement against

regional imbalance. Only then the Chief Minister woke up, but

it was too late. Ths unfortunate police firing at Poonch had

by that time taken place resulting in the death of a youth.

Acceptance of their first demand by the authorities could not

subdue the violence. Another demand was put forth— judi-

cial probe by a High Court Judge in the police firing and the

circumstances leading to it. The demand was rejected. An-

other proof of government's failure to realise the gravity of

situation ! Anyhow, when many more precious lives were lost

and property worth lakhs of rupees destroyed, the diffident

Chief Minister relented a bit and ordered an enquiry by a Ses-

sions Judge—a futile bid indeed ! Instead of going into the

causes of seething discontent which formed the base of this

movement, he accused the disgruntled and frustrated political

opponents of fomenting trouble. Curiously enough, the White

Paper issued by the government on 10th December, singled

out Dr. Karan Singh, former Union Minister to be the master-

mind behind these disturbances. In fact Sheikh Abdulla was

infuriated over the demand of the agitators for imposition of

President's Rule in the state.

When the pressure became unbearable and the state-

machinery completely collapsed in the wake of violent inci-

dents, very reluctantly, the Chief Minister ordered judicial

enquiry by Mian Jalaluddin—Chief Justice of the state High

Court. This attempt to assuage the agitators was also half-

hearted since the terms of the commission were not so wide

as demanded, for which another spate of violence was resorted

to.

At this advanced stage, when violence had become order

of the day and it was found that authorities can only be relen-

ted with violent methods, the agitators led by APAC decided
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governed by men of competence from other neighbouring
states. This practice was in force at the time of Dogra rule.

The Prime Ministers of the Maharajas used to be outsiders

till 1947, Even the British residents and Commissioners used
to bring talented persons from other areas. But Maharaja
Hari Singh, realising the misery of his own people laid down
that only a person residing in the state for a specific period

can seek employment in his services. This policy benefitted

the Kasmiri Pandits who had a high-rate of literacy. However
the Dogras of Jammu region were absorbed in the army of

Maharaja and had no complaint. But after independence,

capital of the state virtually shifted ro Sri-nagar where the

avenues of employment increased. With administrative

measures of imparting education to illiterates, the Muslims of

Kashmir valley slowly and steadily snatched their fair share in

government jobs. The Dogras, on the other hand, reached a

miserable condition after abolition of Maharaja's army. After

1953, when Sheikh Abdulla was divested of power and put

behind the bars. Central Government allocated liberal funds

for developmental work and opening of new employment

avenues for the Kashmir valley, obviously to pacify the Muslim

community. This further added to the miseries of the Jammu

region and widened the imbalance. When in 1975, Sheikh

Abdulla took over again, the grievances of these unfortunate

sufferers v/ere not redressed, rather the National Conference

leaders exploited all sources to further strengthen their own

strongholds in the Kashmir Valley. Another shot was fired in

the arm of this region in the process of "single line adminis-

tration”. District Development Boards were formed with wide

powers. These Boards were dominated by the leaders of

National Conference and the functioning of these can be

well judged from the Poonch incident which sparked the spate

of violence.

When charged with widening of the gulf of regional im-

balance, the Chief Minister, in a statement went on to list the

achievements of his government saying : "A cursory look at
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the figures of developmenf and recruitment would shov/ that

there has been an equitable sharing of expenditure and as

such no question of discrimination v/as involved. The state

coverage like power, development and transmission and most

of the plan investment was made through the mechanism of

district plans. During 1977-78 Rs. 41.90 crores were invested

through various district plans. Of this Rs. 19.83 crores were

spent in the six districts of Jammu and Rs. 16.91 crores in

Kashmir province excluding Ladakh. Out of the total of 4,699

selections made fay various recruitment faoards from Septem -

ber 1975 to March 1978 - 2405 candidates belong to Jammu &

Kashmir and 238 to Ladakh. Out of these 2291 were Hindus,

2142 Muslims, 139 Sikhs and 127 others.”

Such figures released by the government may lead a

reader to a mistaken calculation. The follov/ing statistics

unveils the dark side of the coin, For instance, let us analyze

the Secretariat staff on regional basis, as it stood in

December 1978 : (The Tribune—28th December, 1978.)

Rank Total

Strength

Jammu Kashmir Ladakh Misc.

Gazetted Oificers 187 51 110 3 13

Non-Gazetted 962 266 694 2
Class IV 439 86 352 1 ...

Total 1,538 403 1,156 6 13

These figures speak of the horrible regional imbalance
prevailing in government recruitments. There are more
equally disturbing figures. In the education department, there
are 105 trained senior masters from Kashmir, employed in
Jammu but none from Jammu is there in Kashmir; 68 Head-
masters belonging to Kashmir have their berths in Jammu
while only 5 from Jammu could scratch the citadel of Kashmir,
n th_ highest cadre of state administration there are 12
Secretaries from Kashmir and 6 from Jammu ; 13 Chief
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Engineers from Kashmir and 4 from Jammu
; 6 Deputy Ins-

pector General of Police from Kashmir and only one from
Jammu.

The claim of the Chief Minister, that after his take-over

the jobs have been destributed equitably, is refuted by the

fact that already poor representation of only 16/oOf Jammu
in the state jobs has further fell to 15%. There is one more

logic when Sheikh Abdulla can agree to filling vaccancies by

semi-literate candidates of a community giving precedence

over the qualified persons only on the plea that the said com-

munity is not adequately represented in government jobs; he

must have by now realized that in future all vaccancies in the

state must be filled by candidates from Jammu region till the

balance is maintained.

In such conditions, when it has become evident that the

State Government, under influence of some regional interests,

cannot perform its duties in an impartial way, the need for

setting up of a Regional Development Boards can not be over-

emphasised, especially in view of the extreme halerogenety of

this state. Our constitution provides for various models of

regional identity within states. There are statutory Regionat

Development Boards in Maharashtra and Gujarat and again a

Telangana Regional Commitee in Andhra Pradesh with wide

powers. The Gajendragadkar Commission, appointed in 1P67

to go into the causes of regional irritation, had suggested set-

ting up of such boards in Jammu and Kashmir. Similar

measures were suggested by a cabinet sub-committee appoint-

ed by Mr. Sheikh Abdulla himself in 1952, but ho decision

could be taken.

Now, when the calm had returned, it is high time for the

state government, to evolve fool-proof measure for redressal

of regional grievances.

O


